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SEATTLE, Wash. (February 27, 2026) – The Stroum Jewish Community Center is proud to welcome 
visiting filmmakers and special guests coming to Seattle for the 31st annual Seattle Jewish Film Festival, 
March 14–29, 2026. Representing a cross section of this year’s “Roots + Reels” lineup, these directors, 
producers, writers and film subjects will attend select screenings, participate in post-film conversations 
and engage with local audiences. Three additional guests will be appearing live via Zoom Q&A or pre-
recorded conversations.  
 
From Peabody- and Emmy Award-winners to Sundance-premiered filmmakers and nationally recognized 
storytellers and scholars, this year’s visiting guest lineup brings powerful, timely narratives to the region 
and beyond—creating a rare opportunity for audiences and local media to connect directly with the 
creative voices, visions and vibrant stories behind the films. 
 
SJFF GUESTS AVAILABLE FOR PRESS INTERVIEWS BY REQUEST:  
Featured Local Angle: LEFT LANE STRAIGHT – SJFF 2026 Sephardic Spotlight 
A standout opportunity for a local coverage, LEFT LANE STRAIGHT offers a particularly compelling Seattle 
angle and features Seattle contributors. The work-in-progress documentary, fresh off its world premiere 
at the Thessaloniki International Documentary Festival, explores the legacy of Greek Jews through 
director Caroline Kaye’s own twisty family history and features interviews with University of 
Washington Professor Devin Naar, Chair of Sephardic Studies, whose award-winning scholarship 
examines Jewish history of the Ottoman Empire and Greece. Warren Etheredge of UW Cinema Studies 
and SJFF’s short film curator is a contributing writer on the film. The screening features a post-film in-
person conversation with Kaye, producer Deana Morenoff, Etheredge and Prof. Naar. 
 
Of local significance, Seattle is home to the third largest Sephardic Jewish population in the United 
States and fourth in the world—Jews originating  
from and expelled by Spain, who emigrated to Seattle from Turkey and (Rhodes) Greece. Kaye’s deeply 
personal narrative and exploration of underrepresented Jewish history resonates deeply with Seattle’s 
unique cultural history.  
 
Kaye and Morenoff are available remotely and in Seattle prior to their March 15 screening, and all guests 
are available for media interviews. 
 
Just Added: 31 CANDLES – SJFF 2026 CLOSING NIGHT  
We are excited to announce the newest addition to our visiting guest lineup, Jonah Feingold, director, 
writer and star of our Closing Night film 31 CANDLES. As the festival’s only visiting actor, Feingold offers 

https://seattlejff.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-sjff-schedule-handout-8x11-v3-1.pdf
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a rare opportunity to speak with a creative who shaped the film both behind the camera and on screen. 
A New York-based filmmaker known for romantic comedies and sharp, humorous storytelling, Feingold 
made his feature debut with DATING & NEW YORK, which premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival. He will 
be in Seattle for Closing Night and is available for media interviews. Available remotely and in Seattle 
March 28-29. 
 
ADDITIONAL VISITING FILMMAKERS + SPECIAL GUESTS 
Yoav Potash — Director, AMONG NEIGHBORS (Sundance 2011 presenter, Robert F. Kennedy Journalism 
Award winner). Available remotely and in Seattle March 22.   
 
Abby Ginzberg — Director, LABORS OF LOVE: THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF HENRIETTA SZOLD (Peabody 
Award winner, NAACP Image Award recipient). Available remotely and in Seattle March 22. 
 
Marisa Fox — Director, MY UNDERGROUND MOTHER (veteran journalist, debut filmmaker). Available 
remotely and in Seattle March 21-22. 
 
Udi Nir — Director, THE FIRST LADY – LGBTQ+ Spotlight (DocAviv Award winner, 2020 Israeli Film 
Academy nominee for GOLDA). Available remotely and in Seattle March 24-29. 
 
Ballard C. Boyd — Director, NIGHT SESSION (short) (Emmy and Peabody Award winner; segment 
director/producer for "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert”). Available remotely. 
 
Media interested in scheduling interviews with visiting filmmakers and special guests are encouraged to 
contact Martha Daniels at MarthaD@sjcc.org. 
 

### 

About the Seattle Jewish Film Festival  

Founded in 1995, the Seattle Jewish Film Festival (SJFF) is one of the largest and longest-running film 

festivals in the Pacific Northwest and one of the largest Jewish film festivals in the country. A cornerstone 

program of the Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC) and its Arts + Ideas season, SJFF brings people 

together from across Washington State—and virtually around the globe—to celebrate and showcase the 

vibrancy and diversity of global Jewish life through cinema to build connections, illuminate perspectives, 

increase understanding and offer experiences that amplify profound Jewish experiences for everyone.  

Tickets and more information at SeattleJFF.org. Follow SJFF on Facebook @SeattleJFF and Instagram 

@sjcc.arts. View the full SJCC Arts + Ideas season lineup at sjcc.org/arts  

 

About SJCC 

Founded in 1949, the Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC) strives to be the Puget Sound’s most open 

and welcoming community-centered Jewish organization, offering experiences that amplify profound 

Jewish connections for every generation. Located on Mercer Island, the J offers a variety of programs and 

activities for everyone from newborns to seniors. The J is home to an Early Childhood School, summer 

camp and year-round kids programs, the largest Fitness Center on Mercer Island, an indoor pool, arts 

and community events, and more. More information at sjcc.org. Follow SJCC on Facebook @SJCCSeattle 

and Instagram @stroumjcc. 

Press Contact: Martha Daniels | marthad@sjcc.org | c:262 506 4040 | Stroum Jewish Community Center 

Press screeners + guest interviews available upon request 
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