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Shalom,

As the nation’s pioneer human relations agency, the American Jewish
Committee was created to combat all forms of bigotry and discrimina-
tion, promote human rights, and advocate public policy positions root-
ed in American democratic values. Since 1906, the American Jewish
Committee has brought people of all races, ethnicities and religions
together to apenly address the most pressing challenges of our day.

As Executive Director of the American Jewish Committee, | applaud
the success of the Greater Seattle Chapter in bringing our mission to
this community through the compelling medium of film.

If replication is the highest form of flattery, then the Greater Seattle
Chapter has a great deal to be proud of. AJC chapters across the
country are beginning to sponsor their own Jewish Film Festivals, as
they recognize the powerful vehicle of film and its effectiveness in pro-
moting the mission of our organization. It is also remarkable to witness
this festival grow year after year while maintaining its continued dedi-
cation to the exploration of the art of film. Through this medium, the
issues of diversity, tolerance, and cultural continuity are effectively
opened for discussion.

As the festival celebrates its Sixth Anniversary, we are proud to recog-
nize the central role that it plays in the American Jewish Committee’s
mission in Greater Seattle and in the life of the regional Jewish com-
munity. Moreover, we salute the lay leaders and professional staff who
have worked so hard to ensure that the Seattle Jewish Film Festival
remains a point of discovery and entertainment for Seattle residents of
all backgrounds.

Mazel tov and Y'asher koach!

Sincerely,

VoAb

David A. Harris
Executive Director, AJC National

g The American Jewish
Committee

Dear Friends,

Six years ago the board of the Seattle chapter of the American Jewish
Committee (AJC) launched the Seattle Jewish Film Festival. When we
began, we envisioned an event that would provide an arena in which
all members of the Greater Seattle Community could share the rich-
ness and diversity of Jewish culture. That vision has been realized. SJFF
has gown to become one of the five largest Jewish film festivals in the
United States and, in the process, become our local chapter’s signature
program.

In 2001, SJFF promises once again to expand its reach. This year, we
expect to host over 11,000 people from across the region. For many,
the festival will be their first contact with the AJC. SJFF both mirrors
and promotes the broad mission of the AJC and its goals of encourag-
ing understanding, combating extremism, and nurturing pluralism. All
SIFF programming, and especially FILMTalks!—which this year will
bring together over 650 high school students from throughout the
region—is designed to inspire insight and interaction among diverse
segments of our community.

The American Jewish Committee is the oldest human rights agency in
the United States. If you are not yet a member, please consider joining.
Membership and tax-deductible contributions are the foundation upon
which AJC builds local, national, and international programs. Your con-
tributions make the SJFF and many other local programs that are cen-
tral to AJC's core goals, possible. Since December, the Seattle chapter
has sponsored four programs dealing with a range of important and
timely topics, including Election 2000, the current Middle East crisis
and the Israeli elections. In June, twenty high school students will
receive the Max Block Award for Human Relations, continuing our
forty-year tradition of promoting community outreach.

Thank you, to the SJFF and AJC staff who have given their all to make
this festival our best yet: Molly Sedlik, Gregg Lachow, Rebecca
Lackman, Shmuel Rubinstein, Dara Ayres, Rabbi Rick Harkavy, and
Minda Martin. Last, | want to thank you, our audience, volunteers and
supporters for your enthusiasm and participation over the past six
years. Enjoy!

Warmly,

Deborah Rosen
President, AJC Seattle Chapter

& The American Jewish
Committee

Greetings:

As Governor of the state of Washington, | am pleased to welcome you
to the Seattle Jewish Film Festival, hosted by the American Jewish
Committee of Greater Seattle (AJC).

Since 1995, AJC has brought this festival to thousands of Washington
residents, generously sharing in the rich culture of the Jewish commu-
nity. Now in its sixth year, the festival showcases films dedicated to
exploring the many aspects of Jewish life while reminding its viewers
of the common threads of human experience.

| commend the AJC for its: commitment to furthering diversity and
tolerance. The AJC has been devoted to building bridges between
Washingtonians of many backgrounds for over 50 years, and this
festival is a shining example of that devotion. We all owe them a debt
of gratitude for their untiring work.

Best wishes for a fun and successful festival!

/A

Sincerely,

Gary Locke
Governor

STATE OF WASHINGTON

OQFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

To the Audiences of the Seattle Jewish Film Festival:

Now in its sixth year, the Seattle Jewish Film Festival has established
itself as a cultural tradition and an expression of the affinity between
Israel and the United States.

The American Jewish Committee’s continued leadership in sponsoring
and organizing this festival is a manifestation of the bond and brother-
hood between American Jews and Israel. Throughout its existence, the
American Jewish Committee has continuously widened the scope of its
activity and its role in Jewish communal life. Your involvement in this
special project brings the richness and diversity of life in Israel to a
varied audience.

In the year that has passed since the last festival, Israel faced many
challenges touching the most sensitive aspects of our life as a people
and a nation. Nevertheless, cultural life has continued to flourish
unhampered. The festival provides yet another opportunity to witness
the development of cinematic art in Israel.

I am certain that this festival will lay an additional foundation in-build-
ing bridges of cooperation and cultural exchanges between our two
countries.

Sincerely,

Yossi Amrani
Consul General of Israel
Pacific Northwest Region

Consulate General of the
State of Israel




MAZEL ToV!

To the Seattle Jewish Film FeStival
for ANother year of excellence

Noah's Bagels is a proud supporter of the Seattle Jewish Film Festival Kirkland

AJC Seattle Board of
Directors

Naney Vineberg

David Sabban

Nancy Guppy

Bob and Janet Lackman

Tania Jones at KCTS

Miriam Greenbaum at
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Jeanie Rosen

in Jewish Film

< Noah's New York Bagels'
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Eric Ward Cinema Seattle il Schaltz
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Jason Hunke at Vulcan Peter Mitchell at 911 Media Fred Tausend
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Fred Moulder John Sinno at Arab Film Cambria Cox
Barry Goren Distribution Heidi Lasher
Nealy Blau Mark Murphy at

On The Boards

A BMW like no other. The X5 is here.

Se

NORMAN ENTERPRISES, INC.

714 East Pike Street Seattle, WA 98122
www.bmw-seattle.com

DINAN AUTHORIZED DEALER

Call today for details on our full line of Dinan performance upgrades that maintain your existing factory warranty.

@ SALES: (206) 328-8787  SERVICE: (206) 328-2300  PARTS: (206) 328-7788

DINAN . .
A proud sponsor of the Seattle Jewish Film Festival

We're Proud
To Support
The Jewish
Film Festival
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ART...AWARENESS...ACTION

Presented by the American Jewish Committee with help
from the Northwest Coalition for Human Dignity

Now in its fourth year, FILMTalks! has become the American
Jewish Committee's keystone educational program for youth.
FILMTalks! is a daylong diversity education program free to
local high school students, designed to foster respect and
understanding among individuals of different backgrounds.

At its core, FILMTalks! uses
the engaging art of fiilmto T HROUGH FILM WE REVEAL

promote discussion and OUR SIMILARITIES AND

-explore the difficult issues [

of diversity, prejudice and DISCUSS OUR DIFFERENCES,

intolerance. AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS PART
OF THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY.

The mission of FILMTalks! is to help young
people become more aware of the press-
ing issues of prejudice and intolerance.
Students are encouraged to take a proac-

. tive step toward action by making a com-
mitment to improve diversity relations. Using the American
Jewish Committee’s acclaimed educational program ‘Hands
Across the Campus’ as its foundation, FILMTalks! is designed to
stimulate thought, generate discussion, and challenge youth to
break down social barriers by creating bridges of cultural
understanding. Through film, “town hall’ discussions, and inter-
active sessions, FILMTalks! allows students from a cross-section
of local high schools to exchange views on these issues in a
safe and positive environment.

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE OF GREATER SEATTLE
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT OUR YOUTH, TO EMBRACE
DIVERSITY, AND STAND STRONG AGAINST BIGOTRY.

See p.27 for more information.

| SEATTLE JEWISH

FESTIVAL




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE'S

A

OPENING NIGHT

6TH ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

DAV AND NIGHTS OF MUSIC

FILM AND MEMORY

WED
March 14th

SAT
March 10th

SUN
March 11th

MON
March 12th

TUE
March 13th

THU
Ma

SAT
March 17th

7:30 |OPENING NIGHT DESSERT GALA
Obsessed with Jews USA

All My Loved Ones Czechoslovakia

12:00 | Arguing the World

200

o |WPifomaogvent | | | ]
-8

Village of Idiots Canada 13m

Obsessed with Jews USA

Trailers USA
Babcha Israel

The Pleasures of Urban Decay Canada/USA

7:30 | The Engagement Party
(Shown at the Seattle Art Museum)

Genesis

h
2:00 |FREE-FOR-SENIORS MATINEE @
The Pleasures of Urban Decay Canada/USA
Madame Jacques sur la Croisette France
Mah-Jongg: The Tiles That Bind USA

Evgueni Khaldei: -
Photographer Under Stalin Belgium
| 700 | Cours Toujours ad onthe Rur) [ Farce | |
(900 [lastResot s | @@OO] th3sm | i

The Optimists ua @ | h2am
(900 [Fgher  Jua @@ | ih3om
Belief Amended, Faith Revealed USA

BAGEL & FILM BRUNCH
41m
Seder Trek Israel/Nepal 56m

The Jazzman from the Gulag France/Netherlands ﬁ} 58m
3:00 |The March USA
25m-

1h

Jews and Buddism:
Iﬂ

One Day Crossing USA/Hungary

Maelstrom: A Family Chronicle Netherlands

10-11




N G
7:30PM

S C H E
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SATURDAY

85

OPENING
NIGHT GALA

OBSESSED WITH JEWS
West Coast Premiere

USA 2000, 8 min, video

Jeff Krulik, Director

Jeff Krulik is a brilliant chronicler
of the odd side of American
culture. Here, he introduces us to
accountant Neil Keller, who has
amassed a remarkable collection
of over 7,000 trading cards,
photographs, matchbook covers,
pins, and autographs of promi-
nent Jewish people. Neil shows
us his collection, and tells how he
methodically catalogs the accom-
plishments, and documents the

. genealogy, of every famous, and

* infamous, Jew on Earth.

DESSERT
RECEPTION
BY TOM DOUGLAS

12:00PM

 SUNDAY

1 1 TH ARG!J-INE THE WORLE
USA 1997, 107 mun, 1ernm
Joseph Derman, Director

A portrait of four prominent

jewish intellectuals—Iirving Howe,
NORTHWEST Irving Kristol, Daniel Bell and

attended City College in the

1930s. Weaving personal reminis-

cence, archival footage, ima
of New Yaork, and in

§(/I l]:I"llE-lNL;I;/ EF l L M friends, crifics, and hzat@ﬂaﬁs %he
film explores the passions, the

MUSICAL ;
issues, and the parsenalities that
ACCOMPANIMENT  paiped shape intellectual and
pohitical life m America.

CO-SPONSORED BY:
SECULAR JEWISH CIRCLE
OF WASHINGTON

D U L E

ALL MY LOVED ONES
Northwest Premiere
Czechoslovakia 2000, 93 min, 35mm
Czech w/ subtitles

Matej Minac, Director

5

Home and family are everything
to small-town doctor Jacob
Silberstein. But as life becomes
harder for Jews, Jacob and his
wife must decide whether to
keep the family together or to
send their only son to England.
A loving tribute to the ties that

2:00PM
DREAMS AND

USA 1974, 54 min, 16mm
Abe Osheroff, Director

Brooklyn-born carpenter Abe
Gshem‘ oW of Seatﬁe was

it éunng the Spmh Civil
War He was a member of the

percent fewish, with Yiddish as
the common Eﬁmage Same 35

years fater he re
camera to Spain, S i
France's rule, in search af valida-
tiory of his youthful passion.

SPECIAL GUEST:
FILMIMAKER ABE OSHEROFF

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE'S 6TH ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

bind, this emotionally-charged
feature was inspired by recollec-
tions of the director’s mother, one
of hundreds of Czech Jewish chil-
dren saved by a Kindertransport
organized by English stockbroker
Nicholas Winton.

SPECIAL GUESTS: MUSIC BY TIFERET,

AND DONNY INBAR, ISRAELI CULTURAL

ATTACHE

4:00PM

THE LIFE OF THE JEWS
IN PALESTINE
Northwest Premijere

Russia 1913, 80 min, 35mm
Sitent v EnglishiHebrew titles.
Neah Sokoloysky, Director

®0

“Tears of happiness gleamed in
the eyes of Jewish audiences,
thirsty for redemption,” said film

exhibitor Yaacov Davidson, when [

The Life of the Jews in Palestine
was first shown in European
ghettos and market towns in
1913 The film depicts Middle
Eastern and Eurcpean Jews tilling
fields, buitding schools, and
i&bﬂﬁ‘ﬂg side by side to build the

restcred ﬁlm shot by Russian
documentarian and active Ziomist
iNoah Sokolovsky, Is a striking
document of politicat and cine-
matic history, a call for the Jews

of the Diaspora to make aliya and ‘

join their brethren fiving, warking,
and praying in the {and of milk

MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT BY

1ORl GOLDSTON, KYLE HANSON,

AND DON CREVIE OF THE BLACK
CAT ORCHESTRA

CO-SPONSORED BY:
NORTHWEST YESHIVA

HIGH SCHODL

SPECIAL GUEST: CHAYA BLAUT,
TEACHER OF JEWISH HISTORY
AT NORTHWEST YESHIVA
HIGH SCHOOL

@ VISIONS OF UTOPIA
POLITICAL DREAMS
AND NIGHTMARES:

Self-government demands that each of us recognize our profound
stake in the success of American democracy—and take moral and
political responsibility for the quality of public life. Central to AJC
is the involvement in a continuous debate about American public
philosophy; on a practical level, this means assuming an active role
in the public policy process. Guided by extensive, ongoing research,
working alone and in coalition, AJC is a policy advocate. We promote
policies that serve both the general public and reflect an apprecia-
tion of the many groups that make up the American nation.

This mission is implemented by AJC's varied events programming,
and by participating in proposed legislation and judicial cases
involving issues of church-state relations, religious freedom, racism
and anti-Semitism, intergroup relations, immigration, public educa-
tion, and civil rights.

‘7'309M
SUNSH!HE

Ralph Fiennes gives a tour-de-
. force performance as the patriarch
- of three successive generations
' of the Sonnenschein family.
~ Academy Award winner Istvan
Szabo and acclaimed playwright
Israel Horovitz bring us the story
 of a Jewish family whose many
 fevered longings include the
. dream of someday belonging.
Set in director Szabo's native
- Hungary, amidst political turmoil
- and war, the film spans 60 years
.f,ﬂé the 20th century. At once
 witty, seductive, and serious,
 Sunshine enters a fascinating
terrrtory where desire, family,
~ politics, and a sextet of entangled speciaL cuesTs:
 lives converge DR. SARAH ABREVAYA STEIN,
JEWISH STUDIES PROGRAM,
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON,
AND VERONIKA 5ZABO, LECTURER
IN YIDDISH tN THE DIVISION OF
LITERATURE, CULTURES, AND
LANGUAGE, STANFORD UNIVERSITY |

 CO-SPONSORED BY:

The Hehry M. Jackson
R School of International Studies
L M7} JEWISH STUDIES PROGRAM




S CR E E N

MONDAY

5

NORTHWEST
PREMIERE

PROGRAM OF
SHORTS

TUESDAY

15"

U.S. PREMIERE

LOCAL
FILMMAKER
FORUM AT
SAM

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE'S 6TH ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL ]

N G S CH E D U L E
7:00PM

VOYAGES

Northwest Premiere

France 1999,111 min, 35mm
French w/ subtitles
Emmanuel Finkiel, Director

S0

A triptych of fictional stories
exploring the lingering effects of
loss, and the urgency of living in
the here and now. A Parisian
widow receives a call from a man
claiming to be her long-lost
father. A newly arrived 85 year-

old Russian immigrant wanders
the streets of Tel Aviv looking for
a distant cousin. A woman on a
bus tour of Poland is left behind
at a Jewish cemetery. An out-
standing film from an important
new voice in world cinema.

i

7:00PM
AT THE CINERAMA

SISTER/WIFE

US Premiere
M 2000, 60 min, video
EnglishiHebrew mubwm

0

In the outskirts of Dimona lives
another society, composed of

~ African-Americans who believe
they are descendants of one of
the lost tribes of Israel. The film
follows the story of Zipora, a reli-
gious and loving woman, who,
after 21 years of marriage, wakes
up ene morning to a new reality.
According to the custams of the
their version of the Law of the
Torah, a man can marry up to

'~ sever women. Zipora’s husband,
- Hazriel, is about to take a second
wife who 5 14 years younger
 than she. Both will have to live
under the same roof and share

, mﬂdﬁg?ﬁm.

AFRICAN AMERICAN JEWISH
COALITION FOR JUSTICE

the same man. A stunning, heart-

9:00PM

OBSESSED WITH JEWS
West Coast Premiere

USA 2000, 8 min, video

Jeff Krulik, Director

VILLAGE OF IDIOTS
Canada 1999, 13 min, 35mm
Eugene Fedorenko and

Rose Newlove, Directors

Jeff Krulik is a brilliant chronicler
of the odd side of American cul-
ture. Here, he introduces us to
accountant Neil Keller, who has
amassed a remarkable collection -
of over 7000 trading cards, pho-
tographs, matchbook covers, pins
and autographs of prominent
Jewish people. Neil shows us his
. collection, and tells how he

i . methodically catalogs the accom-
- plishments, and documents the

genealogy, of every famous, and

infamous, Jew on Earth.

Based on a familiar Jewish

folktale, Village of Idiots is the
charmingly animated story of a
Shmendrik, who leaves his village
of Chelm in search of something
better and discovers another village
exactly like his own.

TRAILERS

U.S. Premiere

. USA 2000 3 min, video
Jeff Krulik, Director

Two very funny trailers that Krulik
created for another Jewish film
festival. They were rejected, and
we are pleased to present them.

BABCHA-

Northwest Premiere

Israel 1999, 24 min, 16mm
Hebrew w/ subtitles. Micky
Zilbershtein, Director

Li#® THE PLEASURES OF
« URBAN DECAY

Northwest Premiere
Canada/USA 1999, 18 min, 16mm
Sam Ball, Director

o

An offbeat film about MacArthur
Award recipient Ben Katchor, the
creator of the great comic strip
Julius Knipl, Real Estate
Photographer. Katchor's Yiddish-
inflected voice guides us through
a vast and shadowy landscape of
old skyscrapers, neglected ware-
houses and all-night cafeterias,
peering behind the city’s facades
and through its cracks, turning

0

New York’s everyday trappings
into urban poetry.

Dror, a hip Israeli, “oldie-sits” his

grandmother, a camp Survivor.

With the help of a motorcycle, a

trip to the beach and much black

humor, they both try to cope

with the past, and prepare for

the future. -

9:00PM

GENESIS
Northwest Premiere
France/Mali 1393, 100 min, 35mm

The breathtakingly beautiful ,
desert plains of Mali provide the {
setting for this unusual African |
epic, a deeply poetic rendering of %m

the story of lacob and Esau. The

bines the drama and gravity of ]

Greek theater with the liveliness |

of African storytelling, making |

Genesis both a gripping reteling | =
i

of Biblical events and a profound
parable for the fratricidal strife
that has ravaged so many parts of
the world. Starring the great =]
African stage actor Satigui
Kouyate as Jacob.
and the world-
famous Malian
singer Salif Keita as
his brother Esau.

MODERN ISRAEL:AT
PEACE WITH PLURALISM?

Through global outreach and active participation in the Israeli
scene, AJC works to strengthen Israel’s security, promote its normal-
ization among the nations, and advocate for a democratic and plu-
ralistic Israel with a robust Jewish identity.

The American Jewish Committee’s Israel/Middle East Office is
deeply involved in developments in both Israeli-American and
Israeli-American Jewish relations. Those relationships are currently
undergoing profound change as a consequence of several parallel
processes: the peace process, internal developments in Israel and in
the US, American Jewry's confrontation with problems of Jewish
identity and continuity, and the ongoing involvement of both
communities with the issue of Jewish pluralism. AJC monitors and
studies the internal Israeli issues that reflect upon Israeli-American
Jewish relations--such as the “Jewish” nature of Israel, Israel as a
democratic society and the status of non - Jewish minorities in the
country.
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FREE FOR
SENIORS

COMMITTEE'S 6TH ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM
N G S CH E D U L E
2:00PM

FREE FOR SENIORS

MATINEE

NORTHWEST

PREMIERE

THURSDAY

15TH

NORTHWEST
PREMIERE

¢ and through its

WEST COAST
PREMIERE

THE PLEASURES OF

URBAN DECAY

Northwest Premiere

Canada/USA 1999, 18 min, 16mm
Sam Ball, Director

o

An offbeat film about MacArthur
Award recipient Ben Katchor, the
creator of the great comic strip
Julius Knipl, Real Estate
Photographer.

MADAME JACQUES SUR
LA CROISETTE

Northwest Premiere

France 1995, 37 min, video
French w/ subtitles
Emmanuel Finkiel, Director

Every Spring, a group of elderly,
Yiddish-speaking French Jews
gathers in Cannes to reminisce.
Breaking away from the group
and its monotonous

Katchor's Yiddish-
inflected voice
guides us through
a vast and shad-
owy landscape of
old skyscrapers,
neglected ware-
houses, and all-
night cafeterias,
peering behind
the city’s facades

cracks, turning
New York’s every-
day trappings into
urban poetry.

7:00PM

COURS TOUJOURS
(DAD ON THE RUN)

Set against the backdrop of the
Pope's A A it to Paris,
when te thous

youth were mobilized,
ball con 10 the
legory. Jonas

0 are best friends and

man In

uying to

the audience while . more

rhythm, widower
Maurice pursues
Madame Jacques.
Overcoming their differ-
ences and the gossip of
their friends, Maurice
and Madame Jacques
come together. This is
the first film from
Emmanuel Finkiel,
director of Monday
night’s film, Voyages.

with one

woman, plays keyboards. After

v of his first child, Jonas
orld plunges nto ci
e their fam ot mi

and Ashkenazi her-
. he and Julie are unsure of
vich ritual to observe for theu

1's circumcision. Finally, they

FESTIVAL

MATINEE

MAH-JONGG:

THE TILES THAT BIND
Seattle Premiere

USA 1998, 31 min, video

Bari Pearlman, Phyllis Heller, Directors

&

With mah-jongg, two seemingly
unrelated cultures in America—
Chinese and Jewish—converge.
Mah-jongg has been played in
Asia since the time of Confucius.
In the early 1920s an English lan-
guage version was imported to
the United States and quickly
picked up by urban Jewish
women, who learned it from
friends and relatives in immigrant
neighborhoods. For the women
who play, the game provides a
constant source of amusement as
well as a unique support network
for life, love and loss.

decide to follow a North African

and, three days after the
nas must bury the foreskin

Alith time running out, Jonas
hard to shp from his

glg, and even harder to bury any-

thing in Pars!

7:00PM

HOMO SAPIENS 1900
Northwest Premiere

Sweden. 1999, 85 min, 35mm
Peter Cohen, Director

®0

A deliberately paced, devastatingly
effective telling of the rise and
fall of the Eugenics movement,
the “science” of improving the
human race by selective breeding.
Eugenics found enthusiastic
support in the US, where by
1907 over 20 states had enacted
compulsory sterilization laws; in
Sweden, which integrated the
ideology into the social policies
of a welfare state; in communist
Russia, where eugenics theorists
were first celebrated and then
brutally silenced; and finally in
Nazi Germany, which made
“racial hygiene” a crucial part of
its agenda. With today’s rise of
genetic technology already resur-
recting many of the principles
underlying the Eugenics movement,
this is @ must-see film.

POST FILM

DISCUSSION
WITH INVITED
GUESTS, TBA

16-17

9:30PM

EVGUENI KHALDEI:
PHOTOGRAPHER
UNDER STALIN

Northwest Premiere

Belgium 1998, 60 min, video
Russian w/ subtitles.
Marc-Henri Wajnberg, Director

51

At the age of one, Khaldei was
orphaned by a pogrom. At 12,
he ground an eyeglass lens into
his first camera. He went on to
become one of the greatest
Russian photographers. From Red
Square to the Budapest Ghetto,
the fall of the Reichstag to Yalta
and the Nuremberg trials, Khaldei
chronicled many of the world’s
most important events with an
artist’s eye and a journalist’s
timing. He was handpicked by
Stalin, yet was continually the
victim of state-approved anti-
Semitism. Here for the first time
he opens his entire studio, giving
us an astounding look into the
life of the man who pho-
tographed Communism.

9:00PM

LAST RESORT

West Coast Premi

A psychologically gripping feature
from renowned Israeli director
Aner Preminger. The vear is 1993
As the Oslo agreement is being
signed in Washington, Noam Wax
gathers six former members of
the Nahal Settlement-—the Israeli
Army's communal living experi-
ment-—on Mount Hazon in the
lower Galilee. His purpose is to
complete a documentary film
about the settlement that will
help him overcome the trauma
and scars left over from those
days. Their night to er turns
into a moral stocktaking that
reflects the road Israel traveled in
the decade between the Lebanon
war and the Oslo agreement

IN CONJUNCTION WITH
YLD’s THIRD THURSDAY

¥y |Younc
LEADERSHIP DIVISION
Building the future
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Il Fornaio
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE'S 6TH ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 20-21

L E

S C R E E N

SATURDAY

o

U.S. PREMIERE

NORTHWEST
PREMIERE

SUNDAY

(gn

WEST COAST
PREMIERE

BAGEL AND
FILM BRUNCH

N G S C H E

7:00PM

THE OPTIMISTS
US Premiere

USA 2001, 84 min, 16mm
Jacky Comforty, Director

o

The largely unknown story of
how Bulgarian Christians and
Muslims helped save 50,000
Bulgarian Jews during the
Holocaust despite their govern-
ment'’s collaboration with the
Nazis. Filmed in Israel and
Europe, the footage includes oral
histories from witnesses and sur-
“vivors; unique archival film
footage from newly-opened

. Bulgarian archives; and rare pho-

tos of Bulgarian Jewish life before

" and during WWII. A fascinating

story of the best and worst sides
of human nature, narrated by
director Jacky Comforty, whose
family was among those saved.

Fcttin

10:00AM BAGEL AND FILM BRUNCH

‘SEDER TREK

: West Coast Premiere
 IsraeliNepal 1998, 56 min, video
“English/Hebrew wi subtitles

- Shachar Zefania, Director

0

‘Set primarily in Nepal, Seder Trek
- bobs back and forth between
fwo stories. One concermns
“director Zefania's trek to Gokio
‘Peak, in the Mount Everest

region of the Himalayas, the
other focuses on the nspiration
and preparations behind “the
largest seder in the world,” in
Katmandu. A sweet story of

‘communion and adventure, and

a cinematic plea for the end of

“hostility between religious and
‘secular Jews in Israel.

D U

SPECIAL GUESTS:

MUSIC BY BALKAN TIME ZONE;
MARY SHERHART, VOCALIST
SANDRA DEAN, VIOLIN

DAVID BILGLES, KAVAL

DAVID BARTLEY, TAMBOURA

POST FILM DISCUSSION
WITH SPECIAL GUEST:
FILMMAKER JACKY COMFORTY

JEWS AND BUDDHISM:
BELIEF AMENDED,
FAITH REVEALED

Seattle Prammere

USA 1999, 41 min, video

Bill Chayes, [saac Solataroff, Directors

This luminating and uplifting
film examines the similarities and
differences of Judaism and
Buddhism and the surging inter-
est in Buddhism by American
Jewss. Narrated by Sharon Store,
the film includes footage of a
fascinating meeting between the
Dalai Larna and various Jewish

scholars, and a dialogue between
the Burmese Prime Rinister and
the fitst Prime Minister of lsrael,
David Ben Gurion.

FOST FILM DISCUSSION
WITH SPECIAL GUEST:
FILMMAKER BILL CHAYES

9:00PM

FIGHTER

Northwest Premiere

USA 2000, 90 min, 35mm
English and Czech w/ subtitles
Amir Bar-Lev, Director

#13)

Two Czech-born survivors of
World War II, Arnost Lustig and
Jan Wiener, are inspired by their

B

12:30 PM

LIEBA PERLA

West Coast Prenere
Israel 2000, 55 min, videéo
Sachar Rasen, Director

During the Nazi regirne, Dr. Josef
Mengele conducted *scientific”
experiments on and shot
“research” footage of a
Hungarian Jewish farnily of
dwarfs. Fifty years later,
Hannelore Witkofski, a “short-
statured” woman born in post-
war Germany, befriends the only
surviving family member, Perla,

day tenewal.

post-war friendship to return to
Europe, retracing their lives during
and after the war. An unforget-
table road trip, Fighter delivers a
complex and fascinating portrait
of the cathartic and destructive
powers of memory, and of an
unlikely friendship brought to the
brink of collapse.

an actress, now living in Israel.
Perla asks Hannelore to search
Germany for a lost film in which
Mengele displays her entire family
naked. Hannelore reports back to
Perla on her search, caliing and
writing from Auschwitz, the Max
Planck Institute, and the home of
one of Mengele’s photographers.
An astounding, intimate, loving
story of past horrar and present-

THE JAZZMAN FROM

EnglishiRussian wi subtitles
Pierre-Henry Salfati, Director
As a jazz trumpeter, Eddie Rosner
was warld-class, earning compari-
son even to Louis Armstrong.

As a Polish Jew borp in Berlin,
however, Rosner was continually
on the wrong side of history.
A member of the Weintraub
Syncopators, he fled the Nazis
only to run afoul of Stalinism,

and later spent years in Siberia

as a suspected Amefican spy-—sur-
viving only because of his awesome
talent. French director Pierre-Henry
Salfati and Russian writer Natalya
Sazonova movingly chironicle an
extraordinary man who over and
over again lost virtually everything
~~except for his deep love of jazz.

SPECIAL GUEST:
fausSiC BY TRUMPETER SIM KNODLE
AND BASSIST JON SAMPSON




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE'S 6TH ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

S C R E E N

SUNDAY

g

CLOSING
NIGHT

N G S CH E D U L E

FILM AND MEMORY
PROGRAM

These remarkable films explore the tension between
telling a story and recording one. The need to know, the
desire to tell, and the search for truth all have their own
demands, and each responds differently to film’s ability
to “capture” reality. This afternoon we will explore the
ways that film, memory, and history speak to each other,

and to each of us.

POST FILM MODERATED DISCUSSION WITH SPECIAL GUESTS:

. FILMMAKERS JOAN STEIN, PETER FORGACS AND JACKY COMFORTY;
¢ MIRIAM GREENBAUM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF WASHINGTON

STATE HOLOCAUST EDUCATION RESOURCE CENTER, REGINA
HACKETT, SENIOR ART CRITIC, SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER, AND
JOANNE WEINER RUDOF, DIRECTOR, FORTUNOFF VIDEO ARCHIVES
FOR HOLOCAUST TESTIMONIES, YALE UNIVERSITY, IN A CONVERSA-
TION ON “FILM AND MEMORY.” 7 '

CO-SPONSbRED BY WASHINGTON STATE JEWISH HISTORICAL
SOCIETY AND WASHINGTON STATE HOLOCAUST EDUCATION
RESOURCE CENTER

7:30PM CLOSING NIGHT FILM

LES FANTOMES
DE LOUBA

West Coast Premiere

France 2000, 104 min, 35mm
French w/ subtitles

Martine Dugowson, Director

.-

Director Martine Dugowson

(Mina Tannenbaum, SJFF '96)

returns with a complex drama

about a young Jewish woman

whose every relationship is haunt- & 4
ed by the past. Embroiled in a §
dangerous game of mistaken

identity and deceit, Louba

(portrayed by Elsa Zylberstein'in a
stunning performance) struggles

to make a meaningful connection

in what she sees as a world of
betrayal Both an edge-of-your- f
seat thriller and a profound

3:00PM

THE MARCH
Northwest Premiere

USA 1999, 24 min, 16mm
Abraham Ravett, Director .

o

Utilizing a series of conversations
conducted over a 13-year period,
influential experimental filmmak-
er Abraham Ravett details his
mother’s recollections of the
1945 Death March, when the SS
hastily liquidated Auschwitz as
Soviet troops drew near.

ONE DAY CROSSING
Northwest Premiere _
USA/Hungary 2000, 25 min, 16mm
Hungarian wi/ subtitles.

Joan Stein, Director.

o

A young Jewish mother poses as
a Christian to protect her son
from the Arrow Cross, the
Hungarian fascists. An intense
black-and-white short about the
struggle to maintain identity and
extend compassion in times of
oppression and horror.

MAELSTROM:
A FAMILY CHRONICLE

West Coast Premiere
Netherlands 1998, 60 min, video
Peter Forgacs, Director

o

A pioneer in the use of “found
footage,” the brilliant Hungarian
director Peter Forgacs chronicles
the lives of the Dutch Jewish
Peereboom family during the
period 1933 to 1942, using the
family’s own home movies, along
with segments filmed by the
family of the Nazi governor of
Holland. The irony created by the
juxtaposition of the two families,
and our knowledge of subsequent
events, turn these innocent
images of the Peereboom
family—at the beach, getting
married, having children, growing

“®- THE FUTURE OF
MEMORY: VI TALFIS FORY
VIBRANT VISIONS.

up—into something particularly
bitter-sweet. Our feeling of
helplessness grows into a
suppressed scream as the final
images appear on screen: this
nice Jewish family is preparing
clothes for the journey to the
“labor camps” in Germany.

“Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” At
the beginning of the new century, the world continues to come to terms
with last century’s greatest tragedy, the Holocaust. The American Jewish
Committee continues to work against Holocaust deniers and the refusal of
governments and businesses to accept moral and financial responsibility
for their role during World War Il. AJC participates in Holocaust confer-
ences around the world, disseminates in-depth publications on Holocaust
denial and deniers, and conducts important research on knowledge and
remembrance of the Holocaust in various countries. AJC also works to ensure
that the memory of the 6 million Jews who perished will remain alive.

Through efforts in America and our Berlin Office, AJC was instrumental
in the German government'’s decision to set up a fund to compensate

meditation on the relationship
of the individual to society,
Les Fantomes is a triumph.

Holocaust survivors living in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union.
Most recently, AJC's widely publicized list of hundreds of German compa-
nies that used slave or forced labor during the Nazi-era contributed to the
substantial growth of a fund dedicated to the compensation of these aged
laborers.




JDS
is proud to support
The Seattle Jewish
Film Festival

The Jewish Day School

OF METROPOLITAN SEATTLE

The Jewish Store
for Everybody!

Books on Every Aspect of
Jewish Life & Culture

TIKG_« OFEF Readings & Special Events
et | Jewelry, Art Gifs

Music, Toys, & Videos

2201 N.E. 65th, Seattle
(206) 527-1130
www.treeoflifejudaica.com and
Sun-Th10-7, Fri10-3 | Everything You Need
Open ‘til 8pm April 2-5 for Passover!

Outstanding Kosher Wines

7

7/M¢'¢

PRIME STEAKHOUSE & WINE BAR

FULL SERVICE CATERING

*Incredible food *Professional service
*Wine, liquor, beer *Rentals

ULTIMATE DINING, REASONABLE PRICES,
PRIVATE DINING ROOMS AVAILABLE

OPEN NIGHTLY 5:00PM

206-587-5300
1001 THIRD AVENUE
CORNER OF THIRD AND MADISON

*Bar/Bat Mitzvah *Weddings *All Occasions
Karen Binder

206.324.2626
Simmering in Seattle for 21 years

Northwest Yeshiva
High School

5017-90th Avenue SE
Seattle, WA 98040

Recognized by the UW and the
2000 Seattle Times School Guide
as one of foremost high schools

in Washington State

Call us for more information.
Visit us in person or online.

Telephone: 206 232-5272

Website:  nyhs.com

Where Einstein
Meets Maimonides

=\ 1

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH PROJECT

The Jewish Information Line
Jewish Senior Information & Referral Service

(206) 441.8479 ext.268

http://www.jewishinseattle.org
<pamw@jewishinseattle.org>

Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle

Toujours ['”Amour at Brasserie Margaux.

Where Dining is Always a French Affair of the Heart
For reservations: (206) 777-1990 © Fourth Ave. & Lenora, Seattle

Includes complimentary parking.

Nominared at “Best French Restaurant” by citvsearch.com

BitbUBit

COMPUTER RENTALS

RACHA

NOODLES

and thai cuisine

“Enticing noodles of every variety...”

Open Daily 11 am - midnight

Live music in the lounge,
Friday and Saturday nights

206-281-8883
23 Mercer Street « Seattle, WA 98109
Lower Queen Anne on 1st & Mercer
www.howspicy.com

Secular Jewish Circle

A diverse, multi-age community, we welcome all who
identify with the history, culture, and future of the Jewish
people, and who choose to celebrate this identity in a
humanistic, non-theistic way.

Join us for Shabbat gatherings, holiday celebrations,
youth and adult education, and the complete range of
Jewish lifecycle ceremonies, including secular Bar and
Bat Mitzvah.

of Puget Sound

Seattle’s only Secular Humanistic Jewish community

206-528-1944 '
sjcps@hotmail.com www.brickware.com/sjc

Hey Tom, T'll trade youw my peanut butter & jelly
Jor your fresh Dungeness crab cakes with
green tomato relish and shoestring potatoes.

DISCOVER TOM DOUGLAS”
LIFELONG OBSESSION WITH Foop,

Juat Narth of The 9 2020 Weatern Ave.
Pike Place Market )  PH. 206-443-6000

SEAFOOD

Z O €

RESTAURANT

137 SECOND AVENUE
SEATTLE, WA 98121

206 256 2060
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With the theme, “Awareness To Action,” FILMTalks! inspires students to
o Woivsi develop their own voice in addressing prejudice. Each student is asked to
b WAL L7 . make a personal commitment to improve diversity relations in his or her
CaN € DELVERED Yo vouR school. Incredible sentiments are found in their statements.

$50 FOR TWO YEARS.
CALL 206-441-4553.

, "Love Is not a solution to everything, respect is"
7 “After today, | want to not label people”

VISIT THE BDMMUNIT)’( AT
WWW.JEWISHTRANSERIPT.COM

“I will continue to listen, and consciously practice acceptance”

DISCOVER TOM DOUGLAS
\\EELONG OBSESSION WITH FOOp

d h | . THE }WEWISK “I will speak up against racism and not let others discriminate "Take time and Listen®
anitia against those who are different” :

AN

®

4th & Virginia, Seattle 206-682-4142

lounge

{INSIDE
THIS ISSUE Wy : : "Try to not label people '
" I will get involved with my Yand actually 5& t% know people far who they are,
community and school to not what they appear to be ‘

help prevent violence"

Kosherific!

‘ Bl 'Teach by Exampl@'

Finally, a kosher beer
that you'd be proud to
take home to your
mother. |

Redhook ales are certified kosher by the
Orthodox Union. Look for the @ symbol on
the neck label of every Redhook brew.
www.redhook.com
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SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
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CONEREINEI.

THEATRE LOCATION
2100-4th Avenue
N.E. corner of 4th and Lenora

THEATRE PARKING INFORMATION

This map provides the locations of parking options
within walking distance of the Cinerama Theatre.
There is also plenty of free street parking in the area
after 6:00. SJFF and Cinerama are unable to provide
parking validation for surrounding lots.

Call Metro at 206.287.0463 for busline information.

BLANCHARD ST
2 5 Ak
o x x
> » >
-
s = =
LENORA ST
i
VIRGINIA ST
W
A

SJFF 2001 BOX OFFICE

Ordering is easy, but hurry, seating is limited.

Advance purchase is recommended.

ADVANCED TICKET SALES

Advance tickets are non-refundable
Tickets ordered by mail, phone, or fax

will be held at Cinerama box office for

your convenience.

BY MAIL
Complete form and mail by March 4th to:

AJC/SJFF 1402 Third Ave., Suite 1415

Seattle, WA 01

BY FAX

Fax to 206.622.3015

BY PHONE
Febru 6th through March 8th
ri 10am-8pm

Call Mon

206.390.7791

DURING FESTIVAL

The Box Offi
1 hour

ill be open

See pg. 7 for screening lengths.

QUESTIONS?

Call SJFF at 206.390.7791 or

e-mail info@ajcseattle.org

C K E T O R D E R F O R M
FILM DATE | TIME PRICE | SUBTOTAL
OPENING NIGHT GALA w/ All My Loved Ones 3/10 | 7:30 $18.00
Arguing the World 31T [12:00 $7.50
Dreams and Nnghtrhares 3/11 | 2:.00 $7.50
The Jews in the Land of Palestine 3/11 | 4:.00 $7.50
Sunshine 3/11 | 7:30 $7.50
Voyages 3/12 | 7:00 $7.50
JEWISH SHORTS: THE SERIES
Village of Idiots, Babcha, Obsessed with Jews, 3/12 | 9:00 $7.50
Pleasures of Urban Decay, Trailers
Distinguishing Features: The Engagement Party* | 3/13 7:30 $7.50
Sister/Wife 3/13 | 7:00 $7.50
Genesis 3/13 | 9:00 $7.50
FREE FOR SENIORS MATINEE
Pleasures of Urban Decay, 3/14 | 2:00 | SENIORS FREE
Madame Jacques sur la Croisette, $7.50
Mah Jongg: The Tiles that Bind .
Homosapiens 1900 3/14 | 7:00 $7.50
Evgueni Kaldei: Photographer under Stalin 3/14 | 9:30 $7.50
Cours Toujours (Dad on the Run) 3/15 | 7:00 $7.50
Last Resort 3/15 | 9:00 $7.50
The Optimists 3/17 | 7:00 $7.50
Fighter 3/17 | 9:00 $7.50
BAGEL AND FILM BRUNCH 3/18 |10:00 | Adult $12.00
Jews and Buddhism w/ Seder Trek Child $6.00
Jazzman from the Gulag w/ Lieba Perla 3/18 [12:30 $7.50
The March w/ One Day Crossing w/ Maelstrom 3/18 | 3:00 $7.50
Les Phantémes de Louba 3/18 | 7:30 $7.50
FULL PASS $100.00
AJC MEMBER PASS $80.00
HALF PASS $60.00
SJFF Sponsorship supports our Senior Matinee, FILMTalks! and Community $350.00
Tickets program. If you would like to receive passes to all the screenings, all the $500.00
events, and attend the VIP dinner at Il Fornaio on March 11th, sign up for $1000.00
sponsorship now or call AJC for more information. 206.622.6315
AJC ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $100.00
TOTAL

*All films are screened at The Cinerama Theatre (2100 4th Ave), except The Engagement Party on March 13th, 7:30 PM at The Seattle Art Museum (100 University).

PAYMENT METHOD

First Name Last Name AMOUNT

Address

City State/Zip O crEcK

Phone Day Phone Eve [visA [aMe

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.ajcseattle.org

Credit Card #

Exp. Date

Signature




“Lo Tischkach”

Washlngton State Holocaust Education
‘Resource Center
“Remembrance and Education”

* Speakers Bureau
* Educational Resources
* Teaching Seminars
* Writing Competition .
* Library * Oral History
* Artifacts « Yom HaShoah
Commemoration

“Thou shalt not forget.”

2031 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98121 Ph (206) 441.5747 Fx (206) 956.0881
email: info@wsherc.org web site: www.wsherc.org

WSJHS

Washington State Jewish Historical Society

Preserving the history of Washington
Jewish communities for present and
future generations

Recognlzmg the value of today’s
material for tomorrow

For membership information, (206) 443 1903
www.wsjhs.org

VIDEO JUDAICA

SYLVIA SUCKERMAN VIDEO COLLECTION AT TEMPLE DE HIRSCH SINAI

The Northwest's ONLY Jewish Video “Store” —
Over 1,300 Titles

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF

JEWISH VIDEOS IN THE COUNTRY
FOR SALE OR RENT!

Let us find that special film
you always wanted — in print or not.

For more information, call Bob Shay at 206.903.9010
or e-mail rshay@qwest.net
For hours of operation, call Mimi Porad at 206.323.8486.

DINNER NIGHTLY COCK'I'AII.S 'I'Il 2AM
WEEKEND BREAKFAST 2421 First Ave. /- 441-1677

* O* * * ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
?f-

Relax your mind
and ignite your senses

Craig Hagstrom
206.669.2267

GohnL. Scott’

REAL ESTATE

EMAIL craigha@johnlscott.com
MERCER ISLAND OFFICE
7803 SE 27th MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040

aSmn cafz . seatt[e

Dragonfish Asian Cafe
722 Pine St. Seattle, WA 98101
206 467 7777

www.drogonfishcofe.com

a film by Amos Gitai

KADOSH

5030 Roosevelt Way NE, Seattle, Wa 98105 / 206-524-8554

Noble Wines congratulates the Seattle Jewish
Film Festival on another great year.

MFTHODF TRADITI()NNELLE

Queen Anne ThriFtWag invites you to
share our Passnon for ﬂowcrs To
complete your wcdclmg dag we oﬁcer:
, un||m|tecl Possnb lities.
Please call our wccldmg 5Pec:|a||st in the
ﬂoral department dlrcctly at:
206~§78 5568

We are Proucl to bea nelghborhoocl sPonsor of the
Seattle chsh F‘llm Festnval

- ueen Anne
_%*umnwrv £

1908 Queen Anne Ave N.
Seattle, WA 98109
(206) 284-2530

i RI0 COMES
@m\ 10 BELLTOWN
xkd

LATE NIGHT DINING
UNTIL 1:00 AM

Eat To The Beat! - 2313 FIRST AVENUE - 206.441.1188

@) SCARECROW

EpwEEEpsmEnunEREEEUBRENERTE VIdQOR

We have 45,000 JEW BOY
different reasons LEV'

to rent from us...

| |[Come in and check out
| our section on Jewish
Cinema!

Also new...
The Flying Camel
My Mother’s Courage

-M

Search our ENTIRE inventory @ www.scarecrow.com

Sun-Thurs 11to11/ Fri&Sat 11to12

CATERING %
E 5 3204 15th Avenue
Seattle, WA 98119

206.283.0480




RENAISSANCE.
MADISON HOTEL

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

For information or reservations, p[ease

call the sales department at 206-583-0300.

515 Madison Street, Seattle, WA 98104
206 583-0300, Reservations: 800-278-4159

Fax: 206-622-8635, www.renaissancehotel.com

SORRENTO
#%, HOTEL

SEATTLE

"Apart of Seattle’s heritage since 1909
900 Madison Street, Seattle, WA 98104-1297
Phone 206.622.6400 * Fax 206.343.6155

reservations@hotelsorrento.com ® www.hotelsorrento.com

THE WESTIN

SEATTLE

The Westin Seattle is a proud sponsor
of the 2001 Jewish Film Festival

W
WESTCOAST GRAND HOTEL

ON FIFTH AVENUE

Proud Sponsor of
The Jewish Film Festival

Offering 14,000 square feet of banquet
facilities in downtown Seattle with
state-of-the-art presentation systems.
Inquiries concerning kosher events
encouraged. We also welcome
kosher service from your own caterer.

1415 5" Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101
(206) 971-8000

IS

WASHINGTON HirLs CELLARS
Home of Apex, Bridgman and Washington Hills--
Washington’s First Family of Fine Varietal Wines

www.washingtonhills.com

BALKAN

TIME ZONE

206-285-7010
btz@izvormusic.com

Mary Sherhart Vocals

Sandra Dean Violin

Dave Bartley Guitar, Tambura
David Bilides Kaval, Keyboard

VULCAN NORTHWEST INC.
AND
THE SEATTLE CINERAMA THEATRE

PROUDLY SUPPORT THE
2001 SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL.

HERE’S TO A GREAT YEAR!

SEATTLECINERAMA.COM
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Nu, vi gaid
dos geshelft?

h print | advertising | digital | film & video | live events
Palazzo deMix 206.328.5555 | www.palazzo.com




