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Starbucks Coffee Company, proud sponsor of the Seattle Jewish Film

Festival. starbucks.com

Dear Friends,

Just five years ago the American Jewish Committee of Greater Seattle
launched the first Seattle Jewish Film Festival. Searching for a way to
increase awareness of our unique Jewish communities, nurture plural-
ism, and build bridges between our region’s diverse racial, religious
and ethnic groups, we chose film as our medium.

Film has an unparalleled immediacy and vibrancy as it captures a won-
derful range of languages and stories. This medium allows us to con-
sider our past and contemplate our future from our place at the
dawning of the 21st century and from our cushiony seats with pop-
corn in hand. SIFF takes the'broad human relations mission of the

AJC and annually brings it to the silver screen for your exploration

and enjoyment. : i

-In the past five years, SJFF has grown into a major community event

which draws over 8,000 people together. With your support, the
Seattle Jewish Film Festival has become one of the largest Jewish Film
Festivals in the country, one that plays a central role in the life of the
Greater Seattle Jewish community.

Almost 200 films competed for a spot in this year’s line-up. Seventeen
countries are represented, with a line-up that includes one U.S., five
West Coast, and eighteen Northwest premieres! The films being
screened represent the most evocative, original, and visually stunning
Jewish films released in the past year. As you've come to expect from
past festivals, our Fifth Anniversary season has it all: comedies that will
send you into stitches, controversial portraits of contemporary Jewish
life, and historical chronicles about Jewish communities in extraordi-
nary places. In addition to the many filmmakers from around the world
joining us for post-film discussions, local community leaders feature
prominently in our programs, highlighting the “Seattle” in the Seattle
Jewish Film Festival. )

Setting out to reflect and represent the variety and complexity of people
and experiences that comprise our local and global Jewish communities,
SIJFF draws together individuals from all areas of communal life -
leaders and newcomers, religious and secular, affiliated and non-tradi-
tional, young and old. It creates a venue for our diverse community to
explore, learn and discuss our common bonds and our differences.

There are enormous challenges inherent in putting on such a large
scale event, but SJFF enables us to offer a year’s worth of AJC related
programming in a single week.

If the issues and ideas addressed during the Film Festival excite you, we
encourage you to become involved in the AJC and SJFF. Throughout
this guide you will find examples of AJC activities that tie in to the
themes represented in our film and program line-up. We encourage
you to learn more about the AJC, the oldest human rights agency in
the U.S. If you are not yet a member of the AJC, please consider join-
ing. Your membership will help to reduce prejudice and discrimination,
to enhance democratic values, to promote pluralism — and of course,
to continue celebrating the diversity and richness of the Jewish experi-
ence through the magic of film.

This year’s fifth anniversary festival is proudly brought to you under the
collective guidance of the past four years’ festival chairs, by the amaz-
ingly talented and committed festival staff, and through the efforts of
a long list of volunteers. In addition, SIFF relies upon the sponsorship
of many individuals, corporations, foundations and community organi-
zations. Without their contributions — of funding, in-kind support, and
technical assistance — there simply would be no festival. We encourage
you to support our sponsors.

We wish to thank the AJC-SJFF staff who have given their all to make
this Festival our best yet; Molly Sedlik, Pamela Brown-Lavitt, Cathleen
0’Connell, Melissa Marlowe, Sally Gilpin, and Dara Ayres. Last, we
wish to thank you, our audience, volunteers and supporters for your
enthusiasm and participation over the past five years. View, savor,
discuss and enjoy!

Warmly,

Jin el 2w utwnt i

Festival Co-Chairs:
Carol Gown, Michael Levin, Ron Ralph, Deborah Rosen, Leslie Rosen

Molly Sedlik, Festival Manager

Pamela Brown-Lavitt, Film and Program Coordinator
Cathleen O’Connell, PR and Events Coordinator
Melissa Marlowe, Development Coordinator

Sally Gilpin, FILMTalks! Coordinator

Dara Ayres, AJC Program Manager
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Greetings!

As Mayor of the City of Seattle, it is my distinct pleasure to congratu-
late the members and participants in the 5th Anniversary of the Seattle
Jewish Film Festival.

Film enjoys a special place in our city’s cultural life. In the four years
since the founding of the Seattle Jewish Film Festival, it has quickly
come to stand at the front of our annual arts line-up, offering an out-
standing selection of films, visiting artists, and programming.

The Seattle Jewish Film Festival provides an array of experiences that
highlight the diversity of Jewish history and culture, allowing us to visit,
learn, and explore together. The value of the Seattle Jewish Film
Festival, however, does not stop here.

As a program of the American Jewish Committee (AJC) of Greater
Seattle, the festival mirrors AJC's broader mission of building bridges,.
reducing discrimination, and working on a vast number of issues to
bring about a better world and community. Programs like FILMTalks!
bring together our city’s youth for a day of anti-prejudice education,
making the Seattle Jewish Film Festival a truly inspiring event. -

Again, congratulations to all whom have worked so diligently to bring
the festival to our community. Best wishes for an enjoyable festival.

Very truly yours,

Paul Schell

Mayor of the City of Seattle

Sy

@ City of Seattle

Pand Bohell €

Office of the Mayor

To the Audiences of the Seattle Jewish Film Festival:

Close to a century ago, the American Jewish Committee was founded
with a mission to protect the rights of Jews and all minorities, to pro-
mote understanding and cooperation between our nation’s diverse
racial, religious and ethnic groups, and to support the vitality of the
Jewish people throughout the world.

As National Executive Director of the American Jewish Committee,

| am proud to applaud the efforts of our Greater Seattle Chapter for
its success in bringing our mission to this community through the
compelling medium of film.

After the first Seattle Jewish Film Festival season in 1995, the Greater
Seattle Chapter was awarded our prestigious national Szabad Award
for Chapter Excellence in Programming in recognition of this exemplary
project. We have been delighted to watch the Seattle Jewish Film
Festival grow over the last several years. The festival now offers film-
goers a wonderful lens through which we can examine and contem-
plate the diverse nature of the Jewish experience today — in America,
Israel and throughout the world.

As the festival celebrates its fifth anniversary, we are proud to recog-
nize the central role that it plays in the American Jewish Committee’s
mission in Greater Seattle and in the life of the regional Jewish com-
munity. Moreover, we salute the lay leaders and professional staff who
have worked so hard to ensure that the Seattle Jewish Film Festival
remains a point of discovery and entertainment for Seattle residents
of all backgrounds.

Mazel tov and Y’asher koach! Congratulations and may you go from
strength to strength.

Best wishes for an enjoyable festival.

Sincerely,

O A b

David A. Harris
National Executive Director of the American Jewish Committee

g The American Jewish
Committee

Greetings from the State of Israel:

On behalf of the State of Israel, | wish to extend our congratulations
to the Seattle Jewish Film Festival on its 5th anniversary.

As the Israeli film industry continues its rapid development, it is won-
derful to witness the parallel growth of film festivals that are commit-
ted to showcasing our emerging talent, Since its inception, the Seattle
Jewish Film Festival has brought to the Pacific Northwest some of the
finest examples of contemporary Israeli film. This is the medium that
portrays today’s Israeli life and reality in its various facets.

As one of the first organizations to recognize the need for efforts to
bridge the gap between Israelis and the American Jews, the American
Jewish Committee has long played a leadership role in translating to
one another our respective unique experiences. By providing a forum
for the most compelling and entertaining Israeli features, documen-
taries and television series, the Seattle Jewish Film Festival exemplifies
the commitments of the AJC and enables all citizens of Greater Seattle
to explore Israel in its cultural richness and contemporary complexity.
For this we are very grateful.

Congratulations and best wishes for a successful festival!

Sincerely,

Daniel Shek
Consul General

Consulate General of the
State of Israel

SIMPLY

GbenGhi

the diamond people since 1912

BRILLIANT.

Congratulations on the Fifth Annual
Seattle Jewish Film Festival.

Downtown Seattle, 4th & Pike (206) 628-6800 Bellevue Square Northgate
Tacoma Mall Southcenter SeaTac Mall Capital Mall Alderwood Mall
Everett Mall Kitsap Mall Bellis Fair South Hill Mall www.benbridge.com

Federal Way
Noah's Bagels is a proud supporter Capitol Hill
of the Seattle Jewish Film Festival Kirkland

Northgate

MAZEL ToVi
To the
Seattle
Jewish FiLm
FeStival for
another year

Queen Anne
University Village
Redmond

Mercer Island




SARRIER EbenElridye

(li
"

>
i
A»
O O \
B 4 Y,
4
s P EL '
0 OUNDATIO 0
e“o 10045 NUR
< z p: R Al B'R )

&

1
JAEDY O
T >
“Jof
A D CARTCROA AN ASTS 1]
. — gl Jouinal
|
ONAS JENSE sy pralle i
A ING T8 A
D) Wie RSO
i HI
J &=
Jeloitte &
| L ‘—l“;‘:T‘
/\ =" 0%,

MARTIN SELIG

MARSHA AND JAY GLAZER FOUNDATION
DEBORAH AND DOUG ROSEN

BILL AND JEANIE ROSEN
THE SAMUEL AND ALTHEA STROUM FOUNDATION

ANONYMOUS




OPENING NIGHT

FEATURED PREMIERE

BAGEL AND FILM BRUNCH

(M ColumbiaBank

Banking Is What Banking Was.

"Value & Quality Since 1917

DATE TIME | FILM COUNTRY LEGEND LENGTH
SAT 7:30 | OPENING NIGHT GALA 7
March 11th Yana’s Friends Israel B (=] @ 1h 30m
SUN 1:00 | The Color of Jewish ‘l‘JSAI/I‘sraeI' f e\'; 26m’
March 12th Menelik: Black Jewish Prince Israel/Ethiopia @ 60m
3:00 = Who's the Caboose? | UsA 1h 33m
7:30 | The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg | USA @ 5 1h 30m
MON 7:00 FREE SCREENING AT THE UW, \
March 13th KANE HALL, ROOM 220 w
Part of “The First Sephar@ic/Mizrahi Film Series” ‘ )
| Miss the Sun USA 5 20m
The Story of Frank Iny CUsA ﬁ% - '40m
TUE 7:00 | Zyklon Portrait [‘ Canada 052 13m
March 14th Children of Chabannes 'USA/France - 5 oA 1h 31m
9:00 Vina UsA Q 3m
Port of Last Resort USA/China/Austria ﬁ# $ @ 1h 19m
WED 2:00 | FREE FOR SENIORS MAleEE_
March 15th Pastry, Pain & Politics Switzerland G0 30m
The Personals : USA ~37m
The Shvitz B usa (¥ 5 47m
7:00 = From Swastika to Jim Crow USA 5 & 60m
Antiracist Sweden $ @ 25m
THU 7:00 | Kadosh isael o2 2h 00m
March 16th | 9.50  Hollywoodism Canada 05 1h 29m

LEADING STUDENTS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST BIGOTRY

| Announcing FILMTalks!, a daylong diversity program for high school

| students. At its core, FILMTalks! uses film to engage students in
discussions about prejudice and intolerance. By using film to raise these
issues, FILMTalks! introduces youth to the powerful role film can play in
breaking social barriers and creating bridges of cultural understanding.
Using the American Jewish Committee’s acclaimed education program

; ‘Hands Across the Campus’ as its foundation, students begin develop-
ing the skills necessary to enhance inter-group communication and
understanding, as well as foster respect and diversity in their schools.

Last year FILMTalks! brought together 250 students from-fourteen
schools. According to the Seattle Times, FILMTalks! “Opens people’s
eyes to what is out there. You can't just turn to your own people, you
have to turn to others.” One student participant added, “We need
more things like this.”

This year FiLMTalks! will bring together over 300 students from public
and private schools in King and Pierce County to share experiences and
exchange ideas. Students will watch a thought-provoking film, engage
in town-hall forums, and participate in small group discussions that
create a safe atmosphere for students to explore their values and find
their own voice about these issues.

FILMTALKS! 2000 1S TAKING PLACE ON THURSDAY, MARCH 16TH
AT THE CITY CENTRE THEATRE FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 3:30 P.M.

SAT

EVERYONE’S A CRITIC!

ey Sea Horses Israel 17m
Emporte-Moi gvav?;gﬁg:znce ) @ 1h 30m
9:30 | Vilna UsA o 3m
Meschugge: The Giraffe Germany o 5 5 1h 47m
SUN 10:00  BAGEL & FILM BRUNCH
March 19th “From Birth to Bris and Beyond”
A World to Come UsSA 4m
L.A. Mohel UsA Q 30m
.Pl;rin‘.l USA 5m
GOD@heaven USAfisrael Q ) 20m
12:30 | Florentene Israel 00 2h 30m
> | 230 GOD@heaven UsAvisrael e 20m
g Aﬁimated Anne Frank’s Diary ELa)(r;%gelllar;/ddK @ 95 1h 27m
Netherlands
>~ 4:00 | Delta Jews USA 50 1h 27m
— Yidl in the Middle UsA 0 1h 27m
2 CLOSING NIGHT
-

7:30

After the End of the World

Bulgaria/Greece
Germany

Oe5Q

1h 48m
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YANA'’S FRIENDS
Northwest Premiere

Israel, 1999, 90 min.

Hebrew and Russian wi/subtitles
Arik Kaplun, Director

0Q

Israel’s nominee for Best Foreign
Film at the upcoming Academy
Awards launches SJFF 2000's stel-
lar lineup. Yana’s Friends is an
irresistible romantic comedy
about Russian immigrants who
land in the brave new world of
Tel-Aviv during the Gulf War.
This absurd situation draws
young and beautiful Yana toward
Eli, her playboy Israeli roommate.
A wedding videographer and "
professional voyeur, Eli captures
Yana'’s most private moments
when her husband secretly
returns to Moscow and she is
left to fend for herself. Outside,
missiles fly and Saddam Hussein
threatens chemical warfare. But
in the apartment’s only safe, her-
metically sealed bedroom, sparks
of a different nature fly. When a
crack in the ceiling reveals their

1:00PM

THE COLOR OF JEWISH
Northwest Premiere

USAlisrael, 1996, 26 min.

English with Amharic and Hebrew
w/subtitles

Pamela Love, Director

D5

An important documentary from

the perspective of Ethiopian Jews

who made the transition from
mud and dung huts to western
culture. Researching in Israel for
two years, director Pamela Love
explores the changes in religious
practice and leadership affecting
Ethiopian life in the Holy Land.

S € HE D U L E

landlady’s private love letters, a
Seinfeldian plot blossoms with a
cast of characters sure to delight.
Moscow born, Israeli bred direc-
tor Arik Kaplun was recently
named one of Variety’s Ten
Directors to Watch at Sundance.’
Wife Evelyne Kaplun shines as
the Ally McBealish Yana.

SPECIAL GUEST: DONNY INBAR,
CULTURAL AFFAIRS OFFICER,
ISRAELI CONSULATE

COSPONSORED BY THE CONSULATE
GENERAL OF ISRAEL, PACIFIC NW
REGION

MENELIK

BLACK JEWISH PRINCE

West Coast Premiere

Israel, 1999, 60 min.

Hebrew and Ahmaric wisubtitles
Daniel Wachsmann, Director

o

Gadi Abaja is a young Ethiopian
living on the margins of Israeli
society in Tel-Aviv's central bus
station. He survives by theft, but

._he dreams of turning the station’s

public-address system into a late-
night Amharic radio show with a
reggae beat. As the son of a
Jewish father and a Christian
mother, Gadi is like Menelik, the
legendary son of King Solomon
and the Queen of Sheba. Feeling
misunderstood by israelis, he
misses his mother in Ethiopia and
awaits a reply to his many letters
which never come. The film fol-
lows Gadi’s journey back to his
birthplace in search of his past.
A much-anticipated, emotional
homecoming in Ethiopia reveals
more about Gadi’s present: his
adopted Israeli identity.

COSPONSORED BY THE SECULAR
JEWISH CIRCLE OF PUGET SOUND

3:00PM

WHO'S THE CABOOSE?
Northwest Premiere
USA, 1998, 93 min.
Sam Seder; Director

This hifarious mock-documentary
lampoons the ' Hollywood snake
pit, complete with cutthroat thes-
pians and backstabbing agents.
Susan, a New York comic, embarks
for L.A's “pilot season,” pinning
her hopes on a TV sitcom. Her
milquetoast boyfriend Max fol-
lows her out hoping to shack up
with the ambitious dark beauty.
Competing with bevies of blonde
actress-wannabes, Susan finally
lands a big role, but is unable to
change her look. A gut-busting,
frustrated jab at the "Jewish
paradox” in Hollywood. When is
Jewish humor considered “too
Jewish”? Andy Dick’s portrayal of
Susan’s Hollywood agent drips
with irony. This film will especially
amuse diehard Seattlites.

SPECIAL GUESTS: FILMMAKERS
AND CO-WRITERS SAM SEDER AND
CHARLES FISHER, INTRODUCED BY
WARREN ETHEREDGE, HOST OF .
TALKCINEMA

POST-FILM RECEPTION PRESENTED
BY THE YOUNG LEADERSHIP DIVISION
OF THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF
GREATER SEATTLE

7:30PM

Sneak Preview

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF
HANK GREENBERG

USA, 1999, 90 min.
English w/Yiddish music
Aviva Kempner, Director

FL

Sold out across the country, Aviva
Kempner’s award-winning docu-
mentary about the remarkable
career of 1930s and ‘40s baseball
great Hank Greenberg is a
Yiddishe homerun. The New York
Times calls her “valentine” to the

| Detroit Tiger’s first baseman,

“poignant, humorous” and
“fascinating.” As Hitler invaded
Europe, this dashing young slug-
ger challenged Lou Gehrig's RBI
and Babe Ruth’s homerun
records. Some pitchers insisted

. on walking him, but the 6-foot-
. 4-inch ballplayer gracefully with-
" stood anti-Semitic jibes and

- defied racial stereotyping on and
. off the playing field. He even sat
* out on Yom Kippur during the

World Series until a rabbi okayed
him for play. The papers chimed:
“Talmud Clears Greenberg” and
“L'Shana Tovah” in Hebrew.

Greenberg’s innate sense of
decency, work ethnic and noble
decision to enlist in the Army
during WWII made him a beacon
of hope for American Jews.

“Talk about the chosen people!”
says one adoring fan interviewed
in the film. Jam-packed with
archival footage and more than
70 interviews with sportswriters,
fans and celebrities, such as ira
Berkow, Alan Dershowitz, and
Walter Mathau, the film will have
you singing “Take Me Out to the
Ball Game”... in Yiddish.

SPECIAL GUEST: FILMMAKER
AVIVA KEMPNER




A 4 0
ary Halawani, Directo .- /\ 'l
oo
OR O RA .
o oast Premiere
A 1009 4
D 0 ose o do not remembe e past are conde ad to repea A o ente
arole Ba Directo
™ £ a orid CcO O CO 0 a . a
A 2 o A a
agea e 0l0Ca 2 > 2 O ee geep oubiea
ese to g 0 d e
0l0Ca genial and e re al OoT gove e and o gsse O accep ora
A A ory o O pro e ddle
andg o a espo D O e ole @ . oria a o pDa pate
aste e a es. one 1ro
3a. one from Eavpt. Bo orie 0l0Ca O around orid, @ a gep publicatio 0
are told tro e perspe eo 0I10Ca aenial and denie and cona porta esea O O eage
(helir American-po grand are and re o bra e 0 o oloca ario 0 o
ough eIro Ame aanao Be O e, A 2 enta e |
O Q D D |
|
D OR - B 3 gove e ge O O Se P a O CO pe ate 0I0Ca
OOL O O O . a e ope ana e 10 < O e O O ece A
D ae pub ed 0 areds o g a O panie 2 ed ave O orced
apor a . e a era led to 2 psta al gro OT a O pe
D
ed to Co pe ate ese agea labore
D RO
O O

TUESDAY ' '

TH | s : |
D56 | 3650 }
oo 0 ‘ |




THE AMERICAN JEiwilSH COMMITTEE'S 5th ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

I

|
|
|

$ C R E E N

N G
2:00PM

SENCH (HSFE

PASTRY, PAIN & POLITICS
West Coast Premiere

Switzerland, 1998, 30 min.

English, German and Yiddish
wisubtitles

Stina Werenfels, Director

5Q

On holiday in Switzerland, Fritz
Weintraub winds up in the hospi-
tal after a minor heart attack.
Under the care of a Palestinian
nurse, the cantankerous New
Yorker rails that all Arabs are ter-
rorists. She thinks all Jews are
thieves and liars. When Mrs.
Weintraub, a Holocaust survivor,
decides to take a weekend bus
tour of Switzerland all hell breaks
loose. An unexpected twist with
a happy ending make this black
comedy a sparkling gem.

KADOSH (SACRED)
Northwest Premiere

Israel, 1999, 120 min.
Hebrew wi/subtitles

Amos Gitai, Director

0Q

In the ultra-orthodox Jerusalem
neighborhood of Mea Shearim,
Rivka and Meir are deeply in love
after 10 years of marriage but
unable to have children. When
the rabbi implores Meir to divorce
and marry a fertile woman, the
couple is sent into a tailspin.
Meanwhile, Rivka's younger sister,
Malka, is in love with a man ban-
ished from the community. She
considers leaving the fold when
pressured to enter an arranged
marriage. All are torn by agoniz-
ing conflicts between romantic
love and religious devotion. Amos
Gitai, Israel’s acclaimed director,
explores women’s dilemmas in
ultra-Orthodoxy but develops

this complex and controversial
subject with sympathy and
impeccable clarity. One of the
best regarded films at this year's
Cannes Film Festival, Kadosh is

DR LT E

THE PERSONALS

IMPROVISATIONS ON ROMANCE
IN THE GOLDEN YEARS
Northwest Premiere

USA, 1998, 37 min.

Keiko Ibi, Director

Director Keiko Ibi — a Japanese
girl from Tokyo and NYU film stu-
dent — surprised everyone when
she won the Academy Award for
Best Short Documentary for The
Personals. Her portrayal of the
Alliance Stage Company, a Jewish
senior citizens’ theatre group on
New York’s Lower East Side, is
candid, humorous and touching.
The film follows the company’s
play based on “personal ads”
written newspaper-style by each
cast member describing their
assets and ideal mate. On and
offstage, the seniors address
issues facing older people, such
as loneliness, failing health and
financial insecurity. Their longing
for love, sex and companionship
imbues their theatrical undertak-
ings and drives their zest for an
inspired life in the Golden Years.

sure to inspire vibrant post-film
discussion led by two Jewish
community leaders.

SPECIAL GUESTS: RIVY POUPKO
KLETENIK, DIRECTOR OF JEWISH
EDUCATION SERVICES FOR THE
JEWISH EDUCATION COUNCIL OF
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF
GREATER SEATTLE AND RABBI
DAN BRIDGE, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF HILLEL/UW

THE SHVITZ
Northwest Premiere

USA, 1993, 47 min.

Some Yiddish

Jonathan Berman, Director

08

Here’s the rub... shvitz is Yiddish
for sweating, a.k.a. bathhouses
for ritual healing, massages and
steamy relaxation. This film shows
us how the sweats came into
existence, why most shut down
and captures the fading subcul-
ture of the authentic Russian
bathhouses — the last remaining
and still thriving on the Lower
East Side. Like the cigar bars of
the '90s, the shvitz is a place
where men congregate habitually.
We meet a group of hefty, mature
devotees kibbitzing in the nude.
Ladies nights and co-ed hours,
however, have kept the baths
afloat. Berman’s film is part nos-
talgia, part stand-up comedy with
a little nudity thrown in for fun.
The Greek chorus of seniors on
the Coney Island boardwalk
makes this movie a priceless piece
of Jewish history.

7:00PM

FROM SWASTIKA
TO JIM CROW

Northwest Premiere

USA, 1999, 57 min.

Lori Cheatle, Steven Fischler,
Joel Sucher and Martin D. Toub,
Directors/Producers

50

In the 1930s when Hitler came to
power, German-Jewish professors
were expelled from prominent
faculty positions. Likewise in
America, these “refugee profes-
sors” encountered domestic anti-
Semitism. Shunned by most
American universities during the
Depression, black colleges in the
then-segregated South became
an unlikely setting for their
employment. Mutual sympathy
as targets of discrimination
helped them forge amazing and
long-lasting bonds with col-
leagues and students who
recount the profound impact
these professors had on their lives,
especially during Civil Rights.

A fascinating documentary about
strangers in a strange land.

9:00PM

HOLLYWOODISM

JEWS, MOVIES AND THE
AMERICAN DREAM
Canada, 1995, 89 min.
Simcha Jacobovici, Director

5

Based on Neal Gabler’s best-sell-
ing book, Empire of Their Own:
How the Jews Invented
Hollywood, comes this briskly
paced, captivating documentary
about the founding fathers of
American cinema. The Zukors,
Warner Brothers and Mayers
were East European immigrants
who transformed deep-seated
personal dreams into shimmering
public fantasies with the techno-
logical novelty of film. Their films
projected an American Dream
filled with picket fences, virtuous
heroes and “White Christmas”
.carols. Despite this assimilationist
fanfare, they were called in front
of the House Un-American
Activities Committee (HUAC) in
the 1950s. These business
“moguls” lorded over artists and
studios, but the hearings — driven
by anti-Semitism ~ reduced them

ANTIRACIST

US Premiere

Sweden, 1998, 25 min.
Swedish wisubtitles
Liv Weisberg, Director

0Q

Instead of paying attention to the
victims of racism and xenopho-
bia, Swedish filmmaker Liv
Weisberg focuses on those fight-
ing intolerance in nuanced and
proactive ways. We are intro-
duced to three youth activists:

an Uruguayan immigrant working
for the Stockholm-based Youth -
Against Racism, a human rights
organizer and a former skinhead
turned anti-Fascist leader. A vivid
and refreshing look at what the
media often glosses over. This
important film was produced by
England’s European Multiracial
Media Agency (EMMA) and IBT,

a broadcasting trust set up by the
likes of Amnesty International
and Friends of the Earth.

in the public eye. This is an unfor-
gettable behind-the-scenes movie
about the movie industry as it has
never been seen before.

COSPONSORED BY WEIZMANN
INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE

EVENING HOSTED BY NORTHWEST
COALITION FOR HUMAN DIGNITY
AND COSPONSORED BY THE
WASHINGTON STATE JEWISH
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

121 13

SPECIAL GUESTS: FILMMAKERS
STEVEN FISCHLER AND JOEL
SUCHER, AND PROFESSOR
THADDEUS SPRATLEN, CO-CHAIR
AFRICAN AMERICAN/JEWISH
COALITION FOR JUSTICE, IN CON-
VERSATION WITH TERRE RYBOVICH,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR NWCFHD




Wherever you
call home there’s

a SAFECO
agent nearby.

SAFECO —
Proud sponsors of
the Seattle Jewish
Film Festival
Volunteer Corps.

F3i sAFECO

www.safeco.com

ALL THE
MOVIES.
ALL THE
- TIMES.

NORTEYEST
COALITION

FOR HUMAN
DIGNITY

The 1999 merger of the
Coalition for Human Dignity
and the Northwest Coalition

Against Malicious Harassment

PO Box 21428, Seattle, Washington 98111 Ph 206.233.9136 Fx 206.233.061 |

PALOMINO

Proud Sponsor of
The Seattle Jewish Film Festival

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK FOR LUNCH & DINNER
6TH & UNION - 623.1300

A BMW like no other. The X5 is here.

Call today for details on our full line of Dinan performance upgrades that maintain your existing factory warranty.

@ SALES: (206) 328-8787

DINAN

BMW Seattle

NORMAN ENTERPRISES, INC.

714 East Pike Street Seattle, WA 98122
www.bmw-seattle.com

DINAN AUTHORIZED DEALER
SERVICE: (206) 328-2300 PARTS: (206) 328-7788

A proud sponsor of the Seattle Jewish Film Festival

We're Proud
To Support
The Jewish
Film Festival

Serving Seattle’s photographers for 65 years!

430 8th Avenue North » Seattle, WA 98109 ¢ (206) 624-1100 G l a z er ’S
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Hebrew wisubtitles Canada/Switzerland/France, MESCHUGGE:
Nir Bergman, Director 1999, 94 min. French wisubtitles AT NBC NEWS AND KIRO TV, AND THE GIRAFFE

FOUNDER OF FILM.COM WITH y Northwest Premiere

Ten-year-old Noam’s parents have
decided to separate. While his
mother works, he balances taking
care of his younger sister and
love-sick older sister. On the apart-
ment balcony he does a more
daunting balancing act, telling
himself that if he does not fall his
parents will get back together.
Naom doesn’t fall, but sadly life
is not that simple.

f

Léa Pool, Director

0Q

At thirteen, Hanna is at a difficult
age. She is growing into woman-
hood in a household where her
French-Jewish father, a washed-
up poet and tormented soul, and
fragile Quebecois Catholic mother
both love and hate each other.
She is even more the outsider at
the Catholic school she attends.
Escaping to Montreal’s darkened
movie houses, Hanna worships

. the bewitching femme fatale of

Jean-Luc Godard’s Vivre sa vie.
Hanna spirals downward until her
loving brother, adoring girlfriend
and a hand-held camera set her
free. Actress Karine Vanasse is
marvelous as the awkward Hanna,
a young filmmaker to be, in this
tender coming-of-age story and
semi-autobiographical film.

WARREN ETHEREDGE, HOST OF
SEATTLE'S TALKCINEMA AND
“THE WARREN REPORT”

(KQBZ 100.7)

Germany, 1998, 107 min.
English and some German wi/subtitles
Dani Levy, Director

LS

From the people who brought
you Run Lola Run comes a nail-
biting thriller of mistaken identity
that will keep your tuchas on the

woman is found dead in the cor-
ridor of a New York hotel. During
the police investigation, her son
played by director Dani Levy
meets a ravishing German woman
seemingly involved in the mysteri-
| ous circumstances of his mother’s
- death. Their mutual attraction
_grows as the plot thickens. )
Suspense and suspicion threaten
to undermine their relationship as
. they uncover a crime that tragi-

* cally links their families.

edge of itsseat. An elderly Jewish

10:00AM BAGELS/10:45AM FIiLMS

THE CHILDREN IN OUR LIVES REMIND US OF THE PAST, DRAW US TOWARDS HERITAGE AND RITUAL PRACTICE,
AND ULTIMATELY PROPEL US INTO THE FUTURE. AS A SERIES OF SHORTS, THESE FILMS TAKE US ON THAT
JOURNEY. APPROPRIATE FOR ALL AGES.

A WORLD TO COME
West Coast Premiere
USA, 1999, 4:35 min.
Mira Scharf, Director

This colorful animated story
about reincarnation is based on
a Jewish midrash (Biblical story-
telling). A World to Come is a
rhyming tale about two babies
(or souls) living in a mysterious
world with a heavenly angel.
They discuss life and the here-
after. When their world comes
to an abrupt end, we discover
that what happens next is only
a beautiful new beginning.

L.A. MOHEL
Northwest Premiere

USA, 1999, 30 min.

David Bezmozgis, Director

There are probably as many jokes
about Los Angeles as there are
about mohels (Jewish ritual cir-
cumcisers). Dispensing with
stereotypes and caricatures long-
associated with the profession,
this documentary explores the
lives of three popular L.A. mohels.
We follow a young cell-phone
wielding doctor nicknamed

“The Mohel to the Stars,” an
Orthodox rabbi with 11,000 cir-
cumcisions under his belt, and a
nurse-midwife as they perform
the ceremony for a host of
Jewish communities — secular and
religious, Sephardic and
Ashkenaz. In their own voices
and shot in verité style, we gain
an understanding of what it

means to perform a 3,700 year-
old ceremony in America’s most
modern city. Balancing both
humor and emotion — which the
bris ceremony naturally evokes —
L.A. Mohel is a crowd pleaser.

PURIM

Northwest Premiere

USA, 1938, 5 min. (silent)
Madeline Schwartzman, Director

Two days from now, on Tuesday,
March 21st, the joyous holiday of
Purim begins. Based on the story
of Queen Esther who disguised
herself in order to save the
Persian Jews from the evil hands
of King Haman, children are
encouraged to celebrate in cos-
tume. Purim, the film, captures
an unusual portrait of Hasidic
children in Boro Park, Brooklyn,
who really do it up on this topsy-
turvy day: boys dress as gifls and
vice versa; young dress as old;
sacred objects come to life;
“secular” Halloween costumes
surface; and mock kings and
queens parade in the streets.

GOD@HEAVEN
Northwest Premiere

USA, 1999, 20 min.
Joseph Neulight, Director

What happens when a little boy
sends an E-mail to God? This
endearing short about looking
for the Divine on-line, takes us
from the computer to the
Western Wall in Israel and every-
where in between. A boy-dog
story for the computer age.
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12:30 DOUBLE MATINEE

FLORENTENE Part Il
Northwest Premiere

Israel, 1996, 150 min.
Hebrew wisubtitles

Eyton Fox, Director

XX

Last year SIFF showed Florentene
Part | (episodes one though six)
and many of you got hooked.
Back by popular demand, we are
proud to present the next five
episodes of this wildly popular
Israeli TV series. No intro-
duction needed - jump right in!
Combining a Friends-like portray-
al of '90s culture with more sub-
stance, politics and a distinctly
Euro flair, Florentene possesses
an originality that distinguishes it
from anything seen on American
TV. After the assassination of
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, the
close-knit group of friends living
in Tel-Aviv’s funky, bohemian
Florentene neighborhood huddle
together through the Peres-

Netanyahu elections, terrorist bus

bombings and personal dramas.
The show's rootedness in con-
temporary Israeli issues, straight-

forward (and sometimes steamy)
depictions of both gay and
straight relationships, and cast of
Israel’s best young actors make it
hip, refreshing and relevant.
Director Eyton Fox is one of
Israel’s hottest talents. He packs
an unexpected emotional punch
that is guaranteed to get you
hooked. SIFF expects Florentene
will be an annual habit.

CHILDREN’S MATINEE

3 )

DOUBLE FEATUR

e n,

@ AT HOME
THE GLOBAL NEIGHBORHOOD

The American Jewish Committee is committed to our pluralistic ideal where
there is no “American” religion, no “American” ethnicity, and no “American”
race. We are united by a common adherence to the principles of our demo-
cratic system. This diversity, which we urge all peoples to celebrate, is one
of our nation’s greatest strengths.

Through innovative programming, frequent conferences, publications and
joint projects with African Americans, Asian Americans, Latinos, and Polish
Americans and through ongoing dialogue with Christians, as well as Muslim,
Buddhist and Hindu groups, AJC is a recognized leader in intergroup rela-
tions across the country and around the world.

CLOSING NIGHT FILM

oA




CELEBRATING JEWISH HERITAGE
PROUDLY PROGRESSIVE
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KADIM

LEARNING
FOR ALL AGES

SHABBAT & HOLIDAYS

DIVERSE - EGALITARIAN
COMMITTED TO PEACE & JUSTICE

206+547-3914

Tree of Life Judaica & Books

The Northwest’s Best Selection of Everything Jewish!

Books on Every Aspect of
Jewish Life & Culture

Jewelry, Art, Music, Gifts,
Toys, Software & Videos

Wedding/B’nai Mitzvah
Specialties & Gift Registry

Readings & Special Events

Fine Kosher Wines

2201 N.E. 65th St. Seattle 206.527.1130

www.treeoflifejudaica.com~Sun-Th 10am-7pm, Fri 10-3

2 CAMPING OPTIONS
FOR CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 3-8

SPROUT LAKE, NY &
CYJNW-OLYMPIA, WA

SPROUT LAKE, NY
June 26 - July 20
July 24 - August 17

OLYMPIA, WA
August 18 - 24

SPONSORED BY
HADASSAH

* Exciting programming in arts, sports, nature, overnights,
adventure activities and Judaism and Israel-based programs

¢ Kosher & Shomer Shabbat

For more information or brochure call Young Judea at 206.448.9237
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OUTREACH PROJECT

The Jewish Information Line
Jewish Senior Information & Referral Service

(206) 441.8479 ext. 268

http://www.jewishinseattle.org
<pamw@jewishinseattle.org>

Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle

Preston|Gates|Ellis wr

Proud sponser of the Fifth Annual
Seattle Jewish Film Festival

www.prestongates.com
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NEWS OF OUR COMMUNITY
CAN BE DELIVERED TO YOUR
DOOR FOR $36 A YEAR OR
$50 FOR TWO YEARS.
CALL 206-441-4553.
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VISIT THE COMMUNITY AT
WWW.JEWISHTRANSERIPT.COM

JRANSTRIPT

WASHINGYON'S ONLY FEWISH COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
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B’nai B'rith Evergreen Region
& Greater Seattle B'nai B'rith -
proud sponsors of the 5th
Seattle Jewish Film Festival.

Join us for a double feature, Yidl in the Middle
and Delta Jews, on Sunday, March 20th, 4 pm

B’nai Brith keeps on building bridges, building
communities, building Jewish connections...

B'nai B'rith Office: Phone: 206.232.3976
e-mail: evergreen@bnaibrith.org
web: www.bnaibrithl8.org, www.bnaibrith.org

Secular Jewish Circle
of Puget Sound

A diverse community that welcomes all who
identify with the history, culture, and future of the
Jewish people, and who choose to celebrate this

identity in a humanistic, non-theistic setting.

o3
Holiday celebrations * Shabbat potlucks ¢
Jewish studies classes for youth
Adult education ¢ Trained secular ceremonialist
to lead full range of lifecycle ceremonies

3
Call 425.774.6711 for more information
or email us at alleno@msn.com.

©8
Visit our website at http://www.brickware.com/sjc

‘MOTORS, INCORPORATED

“All the Best”

Mercedes-Benz
Jaguar
Porsche
Audi
Volvo
Saab

Bellevue, Washington
(425) 455.8535

One of the few things from
the '80's with character.

A well-built beer.
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Seattle Weelily
is a proud sponsor
of the

Seattle Jewish
Film Festival

SEATTLEWEEKLY

www.seattleweekly.com

the smart alternative
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PASTA BISCOTTI

PIZZA RISOTTO CAPPUCCINO PASTA

BISCOTTI

CALZONE GNOCCHI

= RISTORANTE ® RISOTTERIA =
= PANETTERIA = CAFFE =

Il Fornaio
is a proud sponsor
of the

Seattle Jewish Film Festival

SEATTLE
PACIFIC PLACE

corner of Sixth e Olive
206.264.0994

RISOTTO GNOCCHI
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INIA

PASTA RISOTTO

JOIN THE AMERICAN
JEWISH COMMITTEE-FREE!

7 Hollywoodism

FILM SUBTOTAL

312 100 |

Menelik w/ The Color of Jewish
Who's the Caboose? e L
~ The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg |« 3/12 ‘ 7:30

FREE SCREENING AT THE UW 3/13 | 7:00
I Miss the Sun & The Story of Frank Iny

314 ‘_.7:007 |

{  Port of Last Resort w/ Vilna | 314 9:00

FREE FOR SENIORS MATINEE | :00  seniors FREE
Pastry, Pain & Politics, The Personals & ‘ $7.50
The Shvitz

From Swastika to Jim Crow w/ Antiracist
Kadosh

EVERYONE’S A CRITIC
Emporte-Moi w/ Sea Horses

' Aduit $12.00
Children $6.00

Adult $7.50
| Children $4.00




Quality Food Centers

PROUD SPONSER OF THIS EVENT

#25 SCAREGROW YDEO

5030 Roosevelt Way NE  Phone: 206.524.8554

WWww.scarecrow.com

Loq!(ing for films about Jewish Interest?

Look No Morel

More entertaining than ever

Call 425-453-4240
to subscribe today!

www.eastsidejournal.com

Excellence is

no accident!

sustained excellence isn't a matter of luck...

In 1998, and again in 1999, NYHS graduates
earned the highest average freshman GPA at the
University of Washington in an independent UW
ranking of more than 250 Washington high
schools (both public and private).

Call (206) 232-5272 or visit us at nyhs.com

[ Northwest Yeshiva |
High School

“Lo Tischkach”
Surviving Generations of the Holocaust

Washington State Holocaust Education
Resource Center
“Remembrance and Education”

* Speakers Bureau
» Educational Resources
* Teaching Seminars
* Writing Competition
* Library « Oral History
* Artifacts » Yom HaShoah
Commemoration

“Thou shalt not forget.”

2031 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98121 Ph (206) 441.5747 Fx (206) 956.0881
email: info@wsherc.org web site: www.wsherc.org

WSJTHS

Washington State Jewish Historical Society

Preserving the history of Washington
Jewish communities for present and
future generations

Recognizing the value of today’s
material for tomorrow

For membership information, (206) 443 1903
www.wsjhs.org

Craig Hagstrom
206.669.2267

Gohn1L. Scott’

REAL ESTATE

EMAIL craigha@johnlscott.com
MERCER ISLAND OFFICE
7803 SE 27th MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040

CAT}]EBIYQING ‘%ﬁ
0

3204 15th Avenue
Seattle, WA 98119
206.283.0480

BitbuBit

COMPUTER RENTALS

425.881.5353

DAITo

CONSTRUCTION Inc.

206.652.5300

Seatte]
[infernational’

Children’s JNGEE
Festival presents the NW Premiere of

Bustan Abraham

Don't miss one of Israel's most highly acclaimed
ensembles, comprised of Jewish and Arab virtuosos.

May 15-20, 2000

at the Seattle Center
Call 206.684.7338 or visit our website:
www.seattleinternational.org




We’re proud to play a part in
the Seattle Jewish Film Festival.

We believe in supporting the arts, whether it be

theater, music, dance or the visual arts. After all, a
community that offers cultural advantages is a great
place for families to live, learn and play. We’re

honored to have a role in making that happen.

(Bbank.

Your needs. Our tools’

www.usbank.com

©2000 U.S. Bancorp. U.S. Bank Member FDIC.




