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Welcome to the second annual Seattle Jewish Film Festival!

In 1995, we put Seattle on the map of major cities worldwide that host Jewish film festivals. Response
to the first SJFF was overwhelming and we sold out entirely! Convinced by this success of the need for a
much larger venue, we are delighted to have found a new home at the King Cat Theater.

But it is not only our location that has expanded dramatically. Leafing through this playbill you will see
that we have programmed an outstanding line-up. With eighteen films from around the world, the 1996
Seattle Jewish Film Festival presents a dazzling array of Jewish life, culture and history that offers some new
answers to the age-old question, “What does being Jewish mean?”

From fascinating stories of our immigrant pasts to contemporary Israeli comedies, from Yiddish classics
to documentaries exploring matchmaking in America, from modern representations of the Holocaust to
perspectives on Middle East peace: the SJFF is a unique, community-wide celebration of diverse cultural,
ethnic and religious experiences. Each film is a jewel; together they are sure to inform and entertain,
encouraging both discussion and reflection.

We are honored to bring to Seattle the directors of five outstanding SJFF films: Michael Verhoeven (My
Mother s Courage); Daniel Goldberg (A Kiss to this Land); Ron Levaco (Round Eyes in the Middle
Kingdom); Elaine Holliman (Chicks in White Satin); and Mark Wexler (Me and My Matchmaker). Other
exciting additions to our program include Family Day, featuring films for children and adults of all ages,
and our free matinee for senior citizens.

Events of the last year exposed deep fissures within the fabric of the Jewish people. Though differences
prevail on the meaning of being Jewish, by exploring both our common ground and our respective differ-
ences, we enhance our commitment to the collective concerns of the Jewish people, and help preserve and
transmit the value of Judaic heritage in the modern world.

A centerpiece of the American Jewish Committee’s efforts to enhance the quality of Jewish life in our
region, the Seattle Jewish Film Festival aims to strengthen both community and identity by promoting
awareness and appreciation of Jewish issues. Through its international focus, the SJFF explores the inter-
section of Jewish life with that of neighboring communities. As such, the festival reflects the broader human
relations mission of the American Jewish Committee, and supports our goal of nurturing pluralism and
building bridges of understanding.

Scouring the world for unique, high-quality films, trading notes with our counterparts across the coun-
try, and pulling the entire festival together, has been an exciting and enriching challenge. Whether you
come for a single evening or the entire festival, we invite you to share in our discoveries and experience

for yourself the richness of Jewish cinema.
Deboralt & Doug Rosen

1996 SJFF Co-Chairs
Naney . Uim&bf’fg
AJC Director
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EVENT / FILM TITLE —_ PAGE

FESTIVAL SCREENING DATE and TIME
[

SAT DEC 14 7:00Pm OPENING NIGHT GALA!
My Mother’s Courage v 6

|
SUNDEC15 | 10:00am

BAGEL and FILM FIESTA!
FAMILY DAY 7 A Kiss to This Land ‘ 8
| 2:00m Children of Jerusalem ] ] 9
4:30pm Oskar and Jack
Round Eyes in the Middle Kingdom 9
7:30Pm Mina Tannenbaum 9
MON DeC 16 7:00pPm The Arena of Murder 11
‘ 9:00PM Swallows Never Die in jerusa]em n
TUE DEc17 . 7:00pm A Tickle in the Heart 13
| 9:00pm Oskar and Jack
Round Eyes in the Middle Kingdom 13
. 1
Weocts o mEbuoiw T
7:00PM Passover Fever ‘ 15
9:00PM Song of the Sirens J 15
THU DEC19 6:45pPM Eclipse ;
Leni ) ] please note earlier time 17
. 9:00pm | The Holy Week 1 17
SAT DEC 21 7:00Pm Passover Fever ‘ 18
9:00pm | Leni 18
SUN DEC22 1:00 Pm American Matchmaker 18
3:00pm Chicks in White Satin
Me and My Matchmaker 19
6:30PM Like a Bride please note earlier time 19
9:00PM A Kiss to This Land 19

American Matchmaker..................... PG 18 Me and My Matchmaker ................... PG19
The Arenaof Murder ....................... PG 11 MinaTannenbaum. ......................... PG9
Chicks in White Satin. ...................... PG19 My Mother’s Courage ...................... PG6
Children of Jerusalem ...................... PG9 Oskarandjack ............................. PG9
Eclipse.......................oi PG 17 Passover Fever.............................. rG 15
The HolyWeek . ............................ PG 17 Round Eyes in the Middle Kingdom . .. ... .. PG9
Lemii.........ccvoieiiii PG 17 Song of the Sirens ......................... PG15
LikeaBride................................. PG 19 Swallows Never Die in Jerusalem . ......... PG 11
AKisstoThisland.......................... PG8 ATickle in the Heart. ....................... PG13
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FESTIVAL FOUNDERS

[ $2500 and above |

Marlene and Kenneth Alhadeff
Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle

Marsha Sloan Glazer Advised Fund
Deborah and Douglas Rosen

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS [ $1000 and above ]
Sherry and Larry Benaroya SAMIS Foundation

Shirley and Herb Bridge Sarkowsky Foundation

Bobbi and Ken Chamberlain Andrea Selig

Marji and Ron Danz Althea and Sam Stroum

Martha Konsgaard and Peter Goldman Cynthia Stroum

Laurie and Steve Ritt
In Memory of Helen G. Rosen

by Leslie and Alan Rosen
PRODUCERS [$500]

Doris and Lou Berg
RoseAnn and Charles Finkel
Eileen and Bob Gilman

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley D. Golub
Keith Grinstein

Michele and David Hasson
Jackie and Skip Kotkins, Jr.
Darcy Goodman and Tom Leavitt
Sharon and Marty Lott
Carol and Paul Neiman
Sandra and Gerry Ostroff
Lucy and Herb Pruzan

Bard Richmond

Jeanie and Bill Rosen

Judy and Kermit Rosen
Betty and Randy Rubenstein
Gladys and Sam Rubinstein
Jody and Gerard Schwarz
Carlyn and George Steiner
Linda and Paul Suzman
Craig Tall

Western Washington Beverage

DIRECTORS [$2501]
Anonymous

Donna Benaroya

Barbara and Sandy Bernbaum
Laurie and Phil Boguch

Bobbe and Jon Bridge

Susan and Jeff Brotman

Sharon and Larry Finegold

Karen and Saul Gamoran

Carol and Andy Harris

William D. Hochberg

Janet and Robert Lackman

Carol Schapira and Michael Levin
Cindy and Bob Masin

Francis and Fred Rogers
Lawrence Ross

Cathy Sarkowsky

Betsy and Jason Schneier

Julie and Jeff Schoenfeld
ShadowCatcher Entertainment
Isabel and Herb Stusser

Helen and Pat Stusser

Michele and Alan Tesler

Marcia Friedman and Edward Weinstein -
Marilyn Klass-Weissman
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fremiere Screen m% and
Sala Dessert P@@@fhom

Welcoming Remarks

Deborah Rosen, 1996 Seattle Jewish Film Festival Co-Chair
Nancy F. Vineberg, Executive Director, The American Jewish Committee

Introduction

Dr. Michael Vierhoeven, Director

Screening
My Mother’s Courage

Gala Dessert Reception

with opening weekend filmmakers

Since forming Sentana Filmproduktion with his wife Senta Berger
in 1965, Michael Verhoeven has been directing award-winning films
such as Sunday Children (1980), and The White Rose (1982), which won
the Gold Ribbon for Best German Film. Verhoeven's internationally
acclaimed film The Nasty Girl won a Silver Bear for Best Director at
the Berlin Film Festival, a New York Critics Award, and a BAFTA
Award. As well, The Nasty Girl was nominated for Best Foreign Film
at the Academy Awards. To date, My Mother’s Courage has won
the Bavarian Film Award and a Silver German Film Award.

The Seattle Jewish Film Festival is honored to welcome Dr.
Verhoeven to Seattle as we proudly open our second season with the
West Coast premiere of My Mother’s Courage.

Catering by Schwartz Brothers

DIETARY LAWS OBSERVED

THE 2ND ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

My Mother’s Courage

[ Mutters Courage ]
89min. e German, subtitled
Germany, 1996 e Michael Verhoeven, Director
At a celebration of his eightieth birthday, renowned writer/director George Tabori
tells the true story of what happened to his mother on a summer’s day in 1944. Shifting
between Nazi-occupied Budapest and present-day Berlin, My Mother’s Courage art-
fully depicts a core of reality surrounded by a world of eccentricity and madness.
Pauline Collins’ stellar performance as Elsa Tabori, plucked from her everyday life and
thrown into the surreal nightmare of mass deportation, affords an extraordinary
account of one individual’s escape from death juxtaposed with that of the millions
who did not survive. A satirical, darkly humorous film about fate and human cruelty,
My Mother’s Courage forges new ground in cinematic portrayals of the Holocaust.

WESTCOAST

PREMIERE

Co-sponsored by the Consulate General of Germany *

PRESENTED BY THE AMERTICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 7




FAMILY

B&%@[ and Film Fiesta

Begins at 10:00am

Nosh on bagels, schmooze with friends and experience the festive sounds of
traditional Mexican and Jewish folk music. DIETARY LAWS OBSERVED

Screening Begins at 11:30am

SEATTLE
PREMIERE

A Kiss to This Land

[ Un Beso a Esta Tierra |

93min. e Spanish, subtitled
Mexico, 1994 e Daniel Goldberg, Director

This imaginative, fascinating film tells of
Jewish immigration to Mexico in the 1920s
and 1930s. A Kiss to This Land presents the
memories and oral histories, together with
remarkable archival footage, of Jewish immi-
grants who arrived in Mexico from Syria,
Turkey, Poland and Ukraine. These men and
women tell of the dreams that propelled
them to leave their homes, the obstacles they
overcame en route, and the ways in which
they have come to love and contribute to
their new country.

From the perspective of old age, with their heads hlgh and expressing themselves with a touch of
nostalgia but without regret, these real-life characters open up their hearts to share with us their achieve-
ments and misfortunes. Giving new life to their past and dreaming again with their eyes open, they set forth
valuable lessons of moral strength, wisdom and common sense. A delightful documentary, offering a potent
message of the valuable contributions of immigrants to any land.

“A Kiss to This Land is an entire experience, an emotional adventure for the heart regardless of
the ethnic group you may belong to, because feelings and hope belong equally to all mankind.”
— El Norté
Prize of the Austrian Public, Innsbruck
Gold Award, Worldfest Houston
Golden Gate Award, San Francisco International Film Festival

THE 2ND ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

FAMILY DAY

Children of Jerusalem SEATTLE
104min. e English/Arabic/Hebrew, subtitled PREMIERE
Canada, 1996 e Beverly Shaffer, Director

A fresh, engaging series of four documentaries focusing on the lives
of Israeli children, these films provide wonderfully insightful portraits of
their daily lives, hopes and fears.

Yehuda. Living in West Jerusalem, ten-year-old Yehuda is a radiant
example of the Hasidic belief in the joy and celebration of prayer. With
un-bounded enthusiasm he tells of his family’s commitment to ancient
traditions.

Ibrahim. Describing himself as a Palestinian Arab Israeli, twelve-year-
old Ibrahim enjoys modern pastimes such as playing computer games, i
while maintaining traditional ties with his family in the walled city and the Arab V|Ilages of Northern Israel.

Tamar. Against a background of sirens, jets and security checks, ten-year-old Tamar cheerfully exemplifies
a typical life — filled with music, gymnastics and science class — of a child in Jerusalem.

Gesho. After arriving in Israel as part of Operation Moses — the mass exodus of Jews from Ethiopia — thir-
teen-year-old Gesho aspires to become a pro soccer player, and is filled with hope about his future in Israel.

Intermission between documentaries 2 and 3.
Silver Apple, National Film and Video Fest

]
gt
Notable Children's Films and Videos, A4~ CO-sponsored by the Consulate General of Israel [ } e

FAMILY DAY DOUBLE-FEATURE 4:30pPM

Oskar NORTHIVEST Round L;'%/es in the
and ]aCI( PREMIERE Middle Kingdom 7S
60min. e English/German, subtitled 53min. e English PREMIERE

Germany, 1996 e Frauke Sandig, Director USA, 1996 e Ron Levaco, Director

Oskar and Jack are identical twins separated at Born in China to Russian
birth in 1933. The products of a shipboard Jewish parents fleeing the
romance, Oskar was raised by their German moth- Nazis, Ron Levaco immigrat-
er in the Sudentenland, where he grew up and ed with his parents to the US
joined the Hitler Youth, while Jack remained with at age 10. In retracing his
his  father in roots, Levaco probes the fasci-
Trinidad, raised as . b4 nating story of Israel Epstein,
a progressive Jew. , W N .« one of the handful of non-eth-
Brought together nic Chinese citizens who left a privileged life to
by a US research | join Mao’s revolution. A thoughtful look at the
project on twins 45 intertwining of history, fate, politics and identity.
years later, their Director Ron Levaco in person!
reunion is captured Post-film discussion.
by this fascinating First Prize, Judah Magnes Jewish Film Festival
documentary. Golden Gate Award, San Francisco International Film Festival

7:30PM

.
Mina Tannenbaum
130min. e French, subtitled
France, 1993 e Martine Dugowson, Director

Mina Tannenbaum and Ethel Benegui meet as youngsters in a Paris ballet class,
thus beginning a bittersweet, 25-year friendship. Meeting regularly on a park
bench in Montmarte to share gossip and tussles with their Jewish mothers, the pair
forge a deep bond that changes as they mature. A sexy, imaginative coming-of-
age story that recreates the styles and decor of Paris from the 1970s to the present.
Grand Prize, Best Screenplay, Cannes Film Festival

PRESENTED BY THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 9




KETUIRAH

Judaica...with a difference!
Gifts. ..Books. ..Ceremonial Items...Music...Art

4  From folk traditions to fine art, you' will find it all, with a difference.
We bring you the most beautiful and well-made articles for Jewish
ritual, celebration, and family file — objects that are a delight to give
or to own.

% Celebrate Jewish life through Judaica from locally and
internationally acclaimed artists, writers, and musicians.

% And because we specialize in Judaica, our staff can offer expert
assistance in selecting gifts and books.

% In-store events, book discussions and holiday workshops.

% Planning assistance and registries for weddings, bar/bat mitzvah,
births, and other special occasions.

% Custom orders, gift wrapping, and delivery.

KETUIRAIH -
Fine Judaica i
206-329-2990

Arboretum Court - 3121 East Madison #106 1
Seattle, Washington 98112 ' &

. Store hours:
Sun.-Wed. 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Thurs. 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
. Fri. 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Artwork: “In the Garden Original Papercut Design by Judith Hankins, Pomegraphics
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MONDAY, Dec 16

PERSPECTIVES on PEACE i 7:00pM

WESTCOAST
PREMIERE

The Arena of Murder

80min. e Hebrew, subtitled
Israel, 1996 ¢ Amos Gitai, Director

Filmed from December 1995 to
March 1996, The Arena of Murder
is a thought-provoking meditation
on lIsrael in the months following
the assassination of Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin. Director Amos Gitai
sets out on' a journey through his
country, searching for the traces
remaining from this event. With a
cast of Israel’s leading artists, intel-
lectuals and military figures, this
artful documentary explores the air
of remorse, memories of war and
lost hopes for peace. Juxtaposing
unforgettable imagery and moving
interviews, the film emphatically
circles the site where Rabin was
murdered in the heart of Tel Aviv.

Toronto International Film Festival
Venice Film Festival

PERSPECTIVESonPEACE == 9:00pMm

Swallows Never Die in Jerusalem e

88min. o French/Hebrew/Arabic, subtitled
Tunisia/France, 1994 e Ridha Beni, Director

An ambitious and convincing
drama, Swallows Never Die in
Jerusalem is the first film about
the Israeli-Palestinian peace
accords by an Arab filmmaker.
Upon hearing rumors of a possi-
ble peace accord between Israel
and the PLO, a French journalist
arrives in lIsrael to pursue a hot
political story, only to be side-
tracked by a sudden family dis-
covery. With great courage,
Ridha Beni levels accusations in
many directions, particularly
against rising fundamentalism. A
daring testimony that extremism
is the ultimate enemy of peace.

Fipresci Award, Carthage
Jerusalem International Film Festival

PRESENTED BY THE AMERTCAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 1 1




Micro Brewery Museum
1419 First Rvenue, Seattle

7% years of homebrewing

1921-1996

A staff that knows beer and brewing.

Large selection of homebrew supplies, glassware, books, and t shirts.

1415 First Avenue, Seattle ~Downstairs- Open 11:00a.m. to Midnight Seven days a week

How to reach us

_ at The Pike Pub |
 and Brewery
1-206-622-6044

o e-mail:
 info@mdv-beer.com —

RN CITY VIDEO

2 é ka “

783-8367
A Diverse Collection of Films on Video

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

rustic euro-italian
restaurant & bar

se0eccccccccccsssssscscce

2043 eastlake ave e  seattle wa 98102  206.323.0807
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‘ble stories a delight to behold.

TUESDAY, DEC 17

Z:00pM

A Tickle in the Heart

87min. e English/German, subtitled

A stunning and light-hearted
documentary beautifully filmed
in black and white, A Tickle in
the Heart takes the viewer on the
road with octogenarians Max,
Willie, and Julie Epstein, the
“Kings of Klezmer.” Living in
Florida, the Epstein brothers are
found enjoying a belated interna-
tional stardom brought on by the
recent revival in klezmer. Told
with glowing humor and present-
ed in a European art film style
that make the Epsteins’ incredi-

DOUBLE-FEATURE ¢ ENCORE PRESENTATION

Germany/Switzerland/USA, 1995 e Stefan Schwietert, Director

NORTHWEST
PREMIERE

9:00pM

Oskar
and Jack

60min. e English/German, subtitled
Germany, 1996 e Frauke Sandig, Director

Oskar and Jack are identical twins separat-
ed at birth in 1933. The products of a ship-
board romance, Oskar was raised by their
German mother in the Sudentenland, where
he grew up and joined the Hitler Youth,
while Jack remained with his father in
Trinidad, raised as a progressive Jew. Brought
together by a US research project on twins
45 years later, their reunion is captured by
this fascinating documentary.

Round AI/.-'{yes .
in the Middle Kingdom
53min. e English
USA, 1996 e Ron Levaco, Director

Born in China to Russian Jewish parents
fleeing the Nazis, Ron
Levaco immigrated with
his parents to the US at
age 10. In retracing his
roots, Levaco probes the
fascinating story of Israel
Epstein, one of the hand-
ful of non-ethnic Chinese
citizens who left a privi-
leged life to join Mao’s
revolution. A thoughtful
look at the intertwining
of history, fate, politics
and identity.

First Prize, Judah Magnes Jewish Film Festival
Golden Gate Award, San Francisco International Film Festival

PRESENTED BY THE AMERTCAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 13 ]




Video Judaica

The Sylvia Suckerman Memorial Video Library
At Temple De Hirsch Sinai « 1511 E. Pike Street ¢ Seattle

The Largest Congregational
Video Collection in the United States*
Featuring Over 750 Films
of Jewish Interest Including:

Foreign Films ¢ Documentaries ¢ Docu Dramas
Comedies ¢ Cable Features ¢ Theatrical Films
Educational Features ¢ Yiddish and Israeli Films
Jewish Music From Around The World ¢ And More!

Open to the entire community

Sundays 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (during the school year)
Weekdays by appointment. For more information,
contact Robert Shay, Administrator at 718-2930.

* A bold claim! If we are not the largest, let us know who is so we can share!

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

LU G s s B 5 S L E R ) S LS L S e e e

The Largest Selection of Books and Magazines

1 2321 seconD AVENUE in BELLTOWN |
] ©OFPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 8 T05 |
CALL US! 269-0662

T e gy S fo o o e me s g e o]

4753 Roosevelt Way N.E.
Seattle, WA 98105

I ‘ﬂ\y_ (I I on Film in the Northwest
- Car |
CajL i cINEMABOOKS
2 LATTES en : STEPHANIE F. OGLE
for the price of 1 ¢} ¢ Owner

(206) 547-7667

T v s . -
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WEDNESDAY, pEc 18

FREE MATINEE for SENIORS « ENCORE P
A Tickle in the Heart

87min. e English
Germany/Switzerland/USA, 1995 e Stefan Schwietert, Director

A stunning and light-hearted documentary beautifully filmed in black and
white, A Tickle in the Heart takes the viewer on the road with octogenarians : b
Max, Willie, and Julie Epstein, the “Kings of Klezmer.” Living in Florida, the Epstein brothers are found enjoy-
ing a belated international stardom brought on by the recent revival in klezmer. Told with glowing humor
and presented in a European art film style that make the Epsteins’ incredible stories a delight to behold.

NEW ISRAELI CINEMA . 7:00pM

Passover Fever | Leila Seder R

100min. e Hebrew, subtitled
Israel, 1995 e Shemi Zarhin, Director

Mixing abundant humor and drama with a
dash of magic realism, Shemi Zarhin’s award-
winning film is a delightful and spirited look at
the tapestry of family life. As children, grandchil-
dren, in-laws and “out-laws” return home for the
holiday, preparations for the Passover seder
quickly become entangled in a more intimate rit-
ual: rehashing past grievances and mending
wounded hearts. Starring Gila Almagor, Israel’s
first-lady of film, and an outstanding ensemble
cast, Passover Fever is an immensely entertaining
film that poignantly captures the heart of what
leads us home for the holidays, despite the emo-
tional minefield of family gatherings.

Best Screenplay, Montreal World Film Festival

NEW ISRAELI CINEMA

Song of the Sirens | shirat Ha'Sirena |
91min. e Hebrew, subtitled
Israel, 1994 e Eytan Fox, Director

January 1991: As lIsraelis bear up under the
Gulf War, 30-something advertising exec Talila
Katz attends to matters of the heart. Bouncing
between her self-centered, cosmopolitan ex-
boyfriend Ofer and the sweet, yet elusive, country
boy Noah, the irreverent, independent-minded
Talila ignores a growing national crisis, family
feuds and scud missiles to travel the streets of Tel
Aviv in search of a lasting love. Based on the best-
selling novel by one of Israel’s hottest new writers,
Song of the Sirens is an explosive romantic come-
dy that has charmed audiences worldwide.

Berlin Film Festival
Seattle International Film Festival

PRESENTED BY THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 1 5




Glazer’s
salutes
the Sedattle

Serving the professional and amateur

. C
JeWISh photographer for over 61 years, Glazer's is

statfed by thirty-three non-commissioned
Y Y

"
Flll I l knowledgeable and caring professionals
committed viding you with the
»
Festival!

equipment ane e at a fair price.

Glazer’s

Camera Supply

430 8th Avenue North, Seattle 98109
(206) 624-1100 FAX 624-8065
toll-free FAX (800) 225-8442
www.glozerscamera.com
e-mail: info@glazerscamera.com

0 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Dinner
5-12
Every Night

First & Bell

728-8595

~T]
N
[

A
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THURSDAY, DicC 19 =

MODERN REPRESENTATIONS of the HOLOCAUST 6:45PM

E Cl 'p se NORTHWEST
25min. e Silent PREMIERE
USA, 1996 e Jason Ruscio, Director

A series of stunningly evocative images portray
what words cannot. Jason Ruscio’s expressionist
juxtaposition — a barefoot child wandering through
a stark landscape, sepia photographs scattered in
an abandoned home, the final reach of a mother’s
protective grasp — is an exquisitely rendered visu-
alization of the Holocaust.

Telluride Film Festival

followed by . < :
‘ ;k/ . Len’ ) NORTHWEST
T 86min. e German, subtitled PREMIERE
! Germany, 1994 e Leo Hiemer, Director

An impressive drama based on the true story of a small
child trapped in the course of history. Germany, 1937: A nun
brings a newborn to elderly farmer Johann Aibele and his
wife, Alwina. While initially unsure, Johann is soon won
over by little Leni. Years go by, a war begins, and the couple
is suddenly informed that “something is wrong” with the
child. With superb camera work, contrasting the idyllic, seem-
ingly intact Bavarian landscape with the horror unfolding all
around, Leni is a heartrending tale told simply, but so effec-
tively it is impossible to watch and not be deeply moved.
Montreal World Film Festival

The Holy Week | wielki Tydzien 1
94min. e Polish, subtitled
Poland, 1996 e Andrzej Wajda, Director

Based on a novel written by an eyewitness to
the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, The Holy Week pre-
sents a compelling portrait of Polish society torn
between resistance, compliance and collabora-
tion. When lrena, a feisty young Jew battling to
survive in 1943 Warsaw, is offered refuge by an
old college friend, an intimate drama of uninter-
rupted moral tension unfolds. With A Generation,
Kanal, Ashes and Diamonds, and — more recently
— Korczak, Wajda has long used his work to
explore the German occupation.of Poland during
World War II. Unflinching in his estimation of
Polish-Jewish relations, Wajda’s brilliant mastery
of the cinematic medium makes The Holy Week a
singularly memorable portrayal.

WESTCOAST
PREMIERE




SATURDAY, DEC 21

ENCORE PRESENTATION 7:00em

Passover Fever | Leila Seder]
100min. e Hebrew, subtitled
Israel, 1995 e Shemi Zarhin, Director

Mixing abundant humor and drama with a dash of magic realism, Shemi
Zarhin’s award-winning film is a delightful and spirited look at the tapestry -
of family life. As children, grandchildren, in-laws and “out-laws” return home for the hollday, preparations
for the Passover seder quickly become entangled in a more intimate ritual: rehashing past grievances and
mending wounded hearts. Starring Gila Almagor, Israel’s first-lady of film, and an outstanding ensemble
cast, Passover Fever is an immensely entertaining film that poignantly captures the heart of what leads us
home for the holidays, despite the emotional minefield of family gatherings.
Best Screenplay, Montreal World Film Festival

ENCORE PRESENTATION 9:00PM
Leni

86min. e German, subtitled
Germany, 1994 e Leo Hiemer, Director

An impressive drama based on the true story of a small child trapped in the
course of history. Germany, 1937: A nun brings a newborn to elderly farmer
Johann Aibele and his wife, Alwina. While initially unsure, Johann is soon won over by little Lenl Years go by,
awar begins, and the couple is suddenly informed that “something is wrong” with the child. With superb cam-
era work contrasting the idyllic, seemingly intact Bavarian landscape with the horror unfolding all around, Leni
is a heartrending tale told simply, but so effectively it is impossible to watch and not be deeply moved.
Montreal World Film Festival

/i

SUNDAY, DEC22

CLASSIC YIDDISH CINEMA 1:00pm

American Matchmaker | Americaner Shadchan 1
87min. e Yiddish, subtitled
USA, 1940 e Edgar G. Ulmer, Director

Nat Silver, transcending his sweatshop origins,
has become a debonair and fabulously wealthy
man living on Central Park West. Desperate after
seven broken engagements, he reinvents himself as
a shadchan (matchmaker) hoping, at least, to make
others happy. This hilarious musical comedy reflects
a period of “modernization” in American Jewish
culture in which old-world beliefs were reinterpret-
ed to conform with The Great American Dream.

THE 2ND ANNUAL SEATTLE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
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MATCHMAKING in AMERICA 3:00em

Chicks in White Satin
SEATTLE
PREMIERE

20min. e English
USA, 1993 e Elaine Holliman, Director

When Heidi Stern and Deborah Ellis got married there was
a rabbi, a broken glass and a kiss under the chuppah. Packing
a feature-length’s worth of drama and comedy into a sparkling
20 minutes, this warm and infectious Oscar-nominated film
documents the formal Jewish wedding of two Californian
women, and the reverberations among each of their families.
Director Elaine Holliman in person!
Best Documentary, Aspen Short Film Festival
Sundance Film Festival

followed by
Me and My Matchmaker

55min. e English

WESTCOAST
PREMIERE
USA, 1996 e Mark Wexler, Director

Experience the true story of Irene Nathan — a 60-something Chicago-
based matchmaker and hard-core believer in the joys of Jewish coupledom
- and photojournalist Mark Wexler, 39 and single, who decides to make a
documentary about modern matchmaking, only to find himself becoming
both the subject of his film and the object of Irene’s formidable efforts to cor-
rect his bachelor status — her way. Disarmingly funny, this film provides a
feast of insights with a snappy structure and plenty of heart.

Director Mark Wexler in person!
Post-film discussion with Wexler and Holliman.

__6:30em

SEATTLE
PREMIERE

Like a Bride [ Novia QueTe Vea 1
115min. e Spanish/Ladino, subtitled
Mexico, 1993 e Guita Schyfter, Director

Turning on the internal tension between Sephardim and Ashkenazim,
this compassionate film tells the story of two friends coming of age in the
Jewish enclave of Mexico City. Oshinica Matarosa dreams of pursuing a
painting career, but her strict Turkish family wants only to see her like a
bride. Rifke Groman, daughter of more liberal European refugees of the
Holocaust, flirts seriously with the student movement of the ‘60s, Zionism
and a young Mexican revolutionary. A well-crafted and insightful portrait
of two young women straddling tradition and modernity, their lives

shaped by the pressures of conflicting family and societal expectations. Winner of Five Ariel Awards
ENCORE PRESENTATION 9:00pM
A Kiss to This Land [ Un Beso a Esta Tierra | Zio,

93min. e Spanish, subtitled
Mexico, 1994 e Daniel Goldberg, Director

This imaginative, fascinating film tells of Jewish immigration to Mexico in g
the 1920s and 1930s. A Kiss to This Land presents the memories and oral &~
histories, together with remarkable archival footage, of Jewish immigrants who arrived in Mexico from
Syria, Turkey, Poland and Ukraine. These men and women tell of the dreams that propelled them to leave
their homes, the obstacles they overcame en route, and the ways in which they have come to love and

contribute to their new country. Prize of the Austrian Public, Innsbruck  Gold Award, Worldfest Houston
Golden Gate Award, San Francisco International Film Festival

A

PRESENTED BY THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

19




yVQWv“”%: Judaica ror the

whole commumty

Books, music, cards, GIFTs,
ARTS, CRAFTS, kelxgwus arricles,
chiloren's specialmes
& Jewish and Israel1 videos

(i .
%X'\l'l DATCA & BOOKS §

WWW%“%
o

TEL: 206-527-1130
SuN- WED 10 70 6 > THURS 10 TO 8 ™= FRI 10 TO 3
2201 N.E. 65:m ST, SEATTLE, OPPOSITE BAGEL OASIs

0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢

“Such NICE boys!”

DRORY BENMENACHEM ELIE FINEGOLD

PRESIDENT / CREATIVE DIRECTOR PRESIDENT / PROJECT MANAGER

VAL, Syncretic
:\ 5 ”
ORAPHICIRIONT  wdaia
206.882.0909 206.682.0280
DRORYB@JETCITY.COM ELIEF@SYNCRETIC.COM
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American

Nat'l Center for Jewish Film
Brandeis University

Lown Building #102
Waltham, MA 02254-9110
Tel: 617.899.7044

Fax: 617.736.2070

The Arena

Red Diaper Productions
12 East 22nd Street #11H
NY, NY 10010

Tel/Fax: 212.598.0224

Chicks
Wb

Elaine Holliman

2247 28th Street, Apt. A
Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: 310.396.5890

Fax: 310.559.3593

Children of

National Film Board of
Canada

1251 Avenue of the
Americas

New York, NY 10020
Tel: 212.596.1770
Fax: 212.596.1779

o

Jason Ruscio

13 Cornelia Street, Suite 2R
NY, NY 10014

Tel/Fax: 212.675.7282

Cine Electra, Ltd.
National House 2nd Floor
60-66 Wardour Street
London, W1V 3HP UK
Tel: 071.287.1123

Fax: 071.722.4251

. .

Daniel Goldberg
Jago, S.A. de C.V.
Monte Chimborazo
#625-701

Mexico, DF 11000
Tel: 525.202.4855
Fax: 525.202.5317

Leni

Daniel Zuta Filmproduktion
Kaiserstrasse 39

Frankfurt am Main 1

60329 Germany

Tel: 069.25.37.35

Fax: 069.23.90.58

Like a Bride
Atara Releasing

2600 Tenth Street, #102
Berkeley, CA 94710

Tel: 510.548.0556

Fax: 510.548.0536

Me and My

Wexler's World

600 N. McClurg Street
Suite 3502A

Chicago, IL 60611

Tel: 312.654.8500
Fax: 312.654.8501

New Yorker Films
16 W. 61st Street
NY, NY 10023

Tel: 212.247.6110
Fax: 212.307.7855

My Mother’s

Nat'| Center for Jewish Film
Brandeis University
Lown Building #102
Waltham, MA 02254-9110
Tel: 617.899.7044
Fax: 617.736.2070

Jane Balfour Films
Burghley House

35 Fortress Road
London, NW5 1AD UK
Tel: 171.267.5392
Fax: 171.267.4241

Passover Fever
MOVIT Ltd.

83 Allenby Street

Tel Aviv, 65134 Israel

Tel: 972.3.525.3792

Fax: 972.3.201.842

Round Eyes
in the

Films Transit

402 East Notre Dame
Montreal, Quebec H2Y 1C8
Canada

Tel: 514.844.3348

Fax: 514.844.7298

Jane Balfour Films
Burghley House

35 Fortress Road
London, NW5 TAD UK
Tel: 171.267.5392
Fax: 171.267.4241

Swallows Never

Zohra Ben Hamida
Tunisian Information Office
Massachusetts Avenue
Washington, DC 20005
Tel: 202.466.2546

Fax: 202.862.1850

ATickle

Eye Pop Productions
382 State Street
Brooklyn, NY 11217
Tel: 718.237.4377
Fax: 718.237.4677

The Seattle Jewish Film Festival is
presented annually by the American
Jewish Committee of Greater Seattle.

For more information about this
year’s film festival, or to get involved in
SJFF ‘97, please contact us.

206.622.6315

206.622.3015

seattle@ajc.org

American Jewish Committee
1402 Third Avenue

Suite 1414

Seattle WA 98101
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SJFF "96

SIFF’96 CO-CHAIRS  FESTIVALCOMMITTEE
Deborah & Doug Rosen Drory BenMenachem

Nealy Blau

Henry Butler
SPONSORSHIP COMMITTEE  Stuart Gerger
Ken Alhadeff Wendy Goldberg
Sherry Benaroya Roy Goodman
Barbara Bernbaum Susan Hasson
Shirley Bridge Doug Honig
Reuven Carlyle Nancy Iscovitz
Michele Hasson Janet Lackman
Merrily Laytner Ann Levine
Amanda Lyon Peter Mark
Jody Schwarz Jessica Prince
Althea Stroum Ann Sarna
Linda Suzman Bob Shay

Lori Shelden

Pauline Sherman

Julie White
FESTIVAL STAFF
Festival Director Marketing Coordinator
Nancy F. Vineberg, Executive Director, AIC Rebecca Lackman
Festival Coordinator Print Coordinator
Benjamina Bick, Program Assistant, AIC Cass Ina Hirsh

SPECIAL THANKS

Susan Alper, Montreal Jewish Film Festival e Serena Armstrong, Premier Accommodations ¢ Boston
Jewish Film Festival ¢ Zohra Ben Hamida, Tunisian Embassy e Drory BenMenachem, Graphic Insight
o Nealy Blau e Ed Bohl, NW Print Brokers ® Consulate General of the State of Israel e Karen Davis,
Palm Beach Jewish Film Festival e DC Jewish Film Festival e John Dimitriou, Pacific Jazz Institute e
Rusty Federman, Special Effects Marketing e Elie Finegold, Syncretic Media e Liz Gorman, Eddie
Bauer e Carol Gown e David Grashen e Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle e Bruce Kaplan
Lynn Kastner, The Pike Brewing Company e Janet & Bob Lackman e London Jewish Film Festival o
Irene Plank, Consulate General of the Federal Republic of Germany e Jody Mazur, Virginia Jewish Film
Festival e Northend Jewish Community Center e PFLAG e Polish Home e Cecil Potter, Schwartz
Brothers Restaurant ® Sharon Rivo, National Center for Jewish Film e San Francisco Jewish Film
Festival ® Stroum Jewish Community Center e Ken Weinberg, Jewish Family Service

! TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

The Westin Hotel, downtown Seattle Premier Accommodations

THE 2ND ANNUAT SEATTLE JEWTSH FILM FESTIVAL
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Jo

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

The American Jewish Committee has been
fostering Jewish values and American ideals
in the pursuit of Jewish security and social
harmony since 1906.

ENSURING
the security of Jews throughout the world
and advocating human rights for all.

SAFEGUARDING
pluralism and building cooperation among
diverse religious, racial, and ethnic groups.

DEVELOPING
effective public policy in areas of primary
concern to the Jewish community.

ENRICHING
American Jewish life.

ADVOCACY

ACTION

ANALYSIS

The Greater Seattle Chapter brings AJC’'s comprehensive national and international programs
to the Pacific Northwest, joining with individuals and organizations representing the full spec-
trum of our area’s ethnic, religious and racial groups.

The Seattle Jewish Film Festival exemplifies our innovative programming and the countless
opportunities AJC presents to get informed, involved and enriched.

JOINING the AJC is EASY! Simply stop by the AJC Membership Booth in the King Cat
Theater lobby anytime during the festival.

SJFF BONUS! All who join AJC at the festival will receive a free SJFF ‘96 T-shirt, and will be
entered into a drawing for a $500 shopping spree at Eddie Bauer!

PRESENTED BY THE AMERTCAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

23




LOGO DESIGNS / FESTIVAL ARTWORK: Drory BenMenachem, GRAPHIC INSIGHT multimedia design studio




